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Marriage (Divinely instituted, as is taught by revealed and natural law) 
The life-long union of one man and one woman in conjugal faithfulness. 
 

Revealed 
Genesis 1:26-27  
 
Genesis 2:24, “Therefore a man shall leave his 
father and mother and be joined to his wife, 
and they shall become one flesh.” (v. 18-24) 
 
Matthew 19:3-6, “The Pharisees also came to 
Him, testing Him, and saying to Him, “Is it lawful 
for a man to divorce his wife for just any 
reason?”  
   4 And He answered and said to them, “Have 
you not read that He who made them at the 
beginning ‘made them male and female,’  
5 and said, ‘For this reason a man shall leave his 
father and mother and be joined to his wife, and 
the two shall become one flesh’ ?  
6 So then, they are no longer two but one flesh. 
Therefore what God has joined together, let not 
man separate.”  (Mt 19:3-12 / Mk 10:2-12) 
 
Genesis 2:18-24 And the LORD God said, “It is 
not good that man should be alone; I will make 
him a helper comparable to him.” 19 Out of the 
ground the LORD God formed every beast of the 
field and every bird of the air, and brought them 
to Adam to see what he would call them. And 
whatever Adam called each living creature, that 
was its name. 20 So Adam gave names to all 
cattle, to the birds of the air, and to every beast 
of the field. But for Adam there was not found a 
helper comparable to him. 21 And the LORD God 
caused a deep sleep to fall on Adam, and he 
slept; and He took one of his ribs, and closed up 
the flesh in its place. 22 Then the rib which the 
LORD God had taken from man He made into a 
woman, and He brought her to the man. 23 And 
Adam said: “This is now bone of my bones And 
flesh of my flesh; She shall be called Woman, 
Because she was taken out of Man.” 24 

Therefore a man shall leave his father and 
mother and be joined to his wife, and they shall 
become one flesh.”   
1 Corinthians 11:8 “For man is not from 
woman, but woman from man.” (v.2-16)

Natural 
Genesis 1:27-28, “So God created man in His 
own image; in the image of God He created 
him; male and female He created them.  
28 Then God blessed them, and God said to 
them, “Be fruitful and multiply; fill the earth 
and subdue it; have dominion over the fish of 
the sea, over the birds of the air, and over every 
living thing that moves on the earth.” 
 
Hebrews 13:4, “Marriage is honorable among 
all, and the bed undefiled; but fornicators and 
adulterers God will judge. 
 
Romans 1:24-32 “Therefore God also gave them 
up to uncleanness, in the lusts of their hearts, 
to dishonor their bodies among themselves, 25 

who exchanged the truth of God for the lie, and 
worshiped and served the creature rather than 
the Creator, who is blessed forever. Amen. 26 

For this reason God gave them up to vile 
passions. For even their women exchanged the 
natural use for what is against nature. 27 

Likewise also the men, leaving the natural use 
of the woman, burned in their lust for one 
another, men with men committing what is 
shameful, and receiving in themselves the 
penalty of their error which was due. 28 And 
even as they did not like to retain God in their 
knowledge, God gave them over to a debased 
mind, to do those things which are not fitting; 
29 being filled with all unrighteousness, sexual 
immorality, wickedness, covetousness, 
maliciousness; full of envy, murder, strife, 
deceit, evil-mindedness; they are whisperers, 30 

backbiters, haters of God, violent, proud, 
boasters, inventors of evil things, disobedient to 
parents, 31 undiscerning, untrustworthy, 
unloving, unforgiving, unmerciful; 32 who, 
knowing the righteous judgment of God, that 
those who practice such things are deserving of 
death, not only do the same but also approve 
of those who practice them.” 
1 Cor. 11:14, “Does not even nature itself teach 
you that if a man has long hair, it is a dishonor 
to him?” 
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Homosexuality: 
Gen 19:1-11 - Sodom and Gomorrah 
“Now the two angels came to Sodom in the evening, and Lot was sitting in the gate of Sodom. When Lot 
saw them, he rose to meet them, and he bowed himself with his face toward the ground. 2 And he said, 
“Here now, my lords, please turn in to your servant’s house and spend the night, and wash your feet; 
then you may rise early and go on your way.” And they said, “No, but we will spend the night in the 
open square.” 3 But he insisted strongly; so they turned in to him and entered his house. Then he made 
them a feast, and baked unleavened bread, and they ate. 4 Now before they lay down, the men of the 
city, the men of Sodom, both old and young, all the people from every quarter, surrounded the house. 5 

And they called to Lot and said to him, “Where are the men who came to you tonight? Bring them out 
to us that we may know them carnally.” 6 So Lot went out to them through the doorway, shut the door 
behind him, 7 and said, “Please, my brethren, do not do so wickedly! 8 See now, I have two daughters 
who have not known a man; please, let me bring them out to you, and you may do to them as you wish; 
only do nothing to these men, since this is the reason they have come under the shadow of my roof.” 9 

And they said, “Stand back!” Then they said, “This one came in to stay here, and he keeps acting as a 
judge; now we will deal worse with you than with them.” So they pressed hard against the man Lot, 
and came near to break down the door. 10 But the men reached out their hands and pulled Lot into the 
house with them, and shut the door. 11 And they struck the men who were at the doorway of the house 
with blindness, both small and great, so that they became weary trying to find the door. 
[Note: Both Old and New Testament references to Sodom and Gomorrah and the destruction here are 
not condemning bad hospitality, but homosexuality, which is a gross infraction of natural law. Jer 23:14, 
2 Peter 2:3-22, Jude 3-below] 
 
Exodus 20:14 “You shall not commit adultery.”  

Leviticus 18:22-23 “You shall not lie with a male as with a woman. It is an abomination. 23 Nor shall you 
mate with any animal, to defile yourself with it. Nor shall any woman stand before an animal to mate 
with it. It is perversion. 
Leviticus 20:13-16 “If a man lies with a male as he lies with a woman, both of them have committed an 
abomination. They shall surely be put to death. Their blood shall be upon them. 14 If a man marries a 
woman and her mother, it is wickedness. They shall be burned with fire, both he and they, that there 
may be no wickedness among you. 15 If a man mates with an animal, he shall surely be put to death, and 
you shall kill the animal. 16 If a woman approaches any animal and mates with it, you shall kill the woman 
and the animal. They shall surely be put to death. Their blood is upon them. 

 
1 Corinthians 6:9-20 “ Do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do 
not be deceived. Neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor homosexuals, nor sodomites, 10 

nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners will inherit the kingdom of God. 
11 And such were some of you. But you were washed, but you were sanctified, but you were justified in 
the name of the Lord Jesus and by the Spirit of our God.  

12 All things are lawful for me, but all things are not helpful. All things are lawful for me, but I will not 
be brought under the power of any. 13 Foods for the stomach and the stomach for foods, but God will 
destroy both it and them. Now the body is not for sexual immorality but for the Lord, and the Lord for 
the body. 14 And God both raised up the Lord and will also raise us up by His power. 15 Do you not know 
that your bodies are members of Christ? Shall I then take the members of Christ and make them 
members of a harlot? Certainly not! 16 Or do you not know that he who is joined to a harlot is one body 
with her? For “the two,” He says, “shall become one flesh.” 17 But he who is joined to the Lord is one 
spirit with Him.  
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18 Flee sexual immorality. Every sin that a man does is outside the body, but he who commits sexual 
immorality sins against his own body. 19 Or do you not know that your body is the temple of the Holy 
Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and you are not your own? 20 For you were bought at a 
price; therefore glorify God in your body and in your spirit, which are God’s. 

 
Romans 1:21-32 “because, although they knew God, they did not glorify Him as God, nor were thankful, 
but became futile in their thoughts, and their foolish hearts were darkened. 22 Professing to be wise, 
they became fools, 23 and changed the glory of the incorruptible God into an image made like corruptible 
man—and birds and four-footed animals and creeping things.  (See Page 1 for continuation v.24-32)  
 
1 Timothy 1:9-10 “knowing this: that the law is not made for a righteous person, but for the lawless and 
insubordinate, for the ungodly and for sinners, for the unholy and profane, for murderers of fathers and 
murderers of mothers, for manslayers, 10 for fornicators, for sodomites, for kidnappers, for liars, for 
perjurers, and if there is any other thing that is contrary to sound doctrine, 

 
Jude 3-23, “For certain men have crept in unnoticed, who long ago were marked out for this 
condemnation, ungodly men, who turn the grace of our God into lewdness and deny the only Lord God 
and our Lord Jesus Christ. 5 But I want to remind you, though you once knew this, that the Lord, having 
saved the people out of the land of Egypt, afterward destroyed those who did not believe. 6 And the 
angels who did not keep their proper domain, but left their own abode, He has reserved in everlasting 
chains under darkness for the judgment of the great day; 7 as Sodom and Gomorrah, and the cities 
around them in a similar manner to these, having given themselves over to sexual immorality and 
gone after strange flesh, are set forth as an example, suffering the vengeance of eternal fire. 8 Likewise 
also these dreamers defile the flesh, reject authority, and speak evil of dignitaries. 9 Yet Michael the 
archangel, in contending with the devil, when he disputed about the body of Moses, dared not bring 
against him a reviling accusation, but said, “The Lord rebuke you!” 10 But these speak evil of whatever 
they do not know; and whatever they know naturally, like brute beasts, in these things they corrupt 
themselves. 11 Woe to them! For they have gone in the way of Cain, have run greedily in the error of 
Balaam for profit, and perished in the rebellion of Korah. 12 These are spots in your love feasts, while 
they feast with you without fear, serving only themselves. They are clouds without water, carried about 
by the winds; late autumn trees without fruit, twice dead, pulled up by the roots; 13 raging waves of the 
sea, foaming up their own shame; wandering stars for whom is reserved the blackness of darkness 
forever. 14 Now Enoch, the seventh from Adam, prophesied about these men also, saying, “Behold, the 
Lord comes with ten thousands of His saints, 15 to execute judgment on all, to convict all who are 
ungodly among them of all their ungodly deeds which they have committed in an ungodly way, and of 
all the harsh things which ungodly sinners have spoken against Him.” 16 These are grumblers, 
complainers, walking according to their own lusts; and they mouth great swelling words, flattering 
people to gain advantage. 17 But you, beloved, remember the words which were spoken before by the 
apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ: 18 how they told you that there would be mockers in the last time who 
would walk according to their own ungodly lusts. 19 These are sensual persons, who cause divisions, 
not having the Spirit. 20 But you, beloved, building yourselves up on your most holy faith, praying in 
the Holy Spirit, 21 keep yourselves in the love of God, looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ 
unto eternal life. 22 And on some have compassion, making a distinction; 23 but others save with fear, 
pulling them out of the fire, hating even the garment defiled by the flesh.  
 
Revelation 2:14, “Nevertheless, I have a few things against you: You have people there who hold to the 
teaching of Balaam, who taught Balak to entice the Israelites to sin by eating food sacrificed to idols and 
by committing sexual immorality.” (Numbers 31:16, 2 Peter 2:10-22) 
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Government (Natural Knowledge & Reason) 
Lives, Body, property, honor, reputation, good order, outward peace and security, etc. 
 
Proverbs 8:15, “By me kings reign, And rulers decree justice.” 
 
Genesis 9:6, “Whoever sheds man’s blood, By man his blood shall be shed; For in the image of God He 
made man.” 
 
Exodus 20:12, “Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be long upon the land which the 
LORD your God is giving you.” 
 
Romans 13:1-7, “Let every soul be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except 
from God, and the authorities that exist are appointed by God. 2 Therefore whoever resists the authority 
resists the ordinance of God, and those who resist will bring judgment on themselves. 3 For rulers are 
not a terror to good works, but to evil. Do you want to be unafraid of the authority? Do what is good, 
and you will have praise from the same. 4 For he is God’s minister to you for good. But if you do evil, be 
afraid; for he does not bear the sword in vain; for he is God’s minister, an avenger to execute wrath on 
him who practices evil. 5 Therefore you must be subject, not only because of wrath but also for 
conscience’ sake. 6 For because of this you also pay taxes, for they are God’s ministers attending 
continually to this very thing. 7 Render therefore to all their due: taxes to whom taxes are due, customs 
to whom customs, fear to whom fear, honor to whom honor. 
 
1 Peter 2:13-25 “Therefore submit yourselves to every ordinance of man for the Lord’s sake, whether 
to the king as supreme, 14 or to governors, as to those who are sent by him for the punishment of 
evildoers and for the praise of those who do good. 15 For this is the will of God, that by doing good you 
may put to silence the ignorance of foolish men— 16 as free, yet not using liberty as a cloak for vice, but 
as bondservants of God. 17 Honor all people. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honor the king. 18 

Servants, be submissive to your masters with all fear, not only to the good and gentle, but also to the 
harsh. 19 For this is commendable, if because of conscience toward God one endures grief, suffering 
wrongfully. 20 For what credit is it if, when you are beaten for your faults, you take it patiently? But when 
you do good and suffer, if you take it patiently, this is commendable before God. 21 For to this you were 
called, because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that you should follow His steps: 22 

“Who committed no sin, Nor was deceit found in His mouth”; 23 who, when He was reviled, did not revile 
in return; when He suffered, He did not threaten, but committed Himself to Him who judges righteously; 
24 who Himself bore our sins in His own body on the tree, that we, having died to sins, might live for 
righteousness— by whose stripes you were healed. 25 For you were like sheep going astray, but have 
now returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls.” 
 
Deuteronomy 6:13 You shall fear the LORD your God and serve Him, and shall take oaths in His name. 
 
Hebrews 6:16, “For men indeed swear by the greater, and an oath for confirmation is for them an end 
of all dispute.”   
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Separation of Church and State 
Matthew 22:21 “They said to Him, “Caesar’s.” And He said to them, “Render therefore to Caesar the 
things that are Caesar’s, and to God the things that are God’s.” 
 
Luke 12:13-15, “Then one from the crowd said to Him, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the 
inheritance with me.” 14 But He said to him, “Man, who made Me a judge or an arbitrator over you?” 15 

And He said to them, “Take heed and beware of covetousness, for one’s life does not consist in the 
abundance of the things he possesses.” 
 
Christians can serve in Government 
Luke 3:12-14, “Then tax collectors also came to be baptized, and said to him, “Teacher, what shall we 
do?” 13 And he said to them, “Collect no more than what is appointed for you.” 14 Likewise the soldiers 
asked him, saying, “And what shall we do?” So he said to them, “Do not intimidate anyone or accuse 
falsely, and be content with your wages.”   
 
The Limit of Governmental Power 
Acts 5:28-29, “saying, “Did we not strictly command you not to teach in this name? And look, you have 
filled Jerusalem with your doctrine, and intend to bring this Man’s blood on us!” 29 But Peter and the 
other apostles answered and said: “We ought to obey God rather than men.” 

 “For civil government deals with other things than does the Gospel.  The civil rulers defend 
not minds, but bodies and bodily things against manifest injuries, and restrain men with the sword 
and bodily punishments in order to preserve civil justice and peace” (Augsburg Confession, XXVIII, 11). 

“While the government may allow what God forbids, and forbid what God allows, it may not 
command what God forbids and forbid what God commands.  If it does, “we must obey God rather 
than men” (Acts 5:29). (page 281) 
 
1 Corinthians 7:23, “You were bought at a price; do not become slaves of men.” 
 
Matthew 10:37, “He who loves father or mother more than Me is not worthy of Me. And he who loves 
son or daughter more than Me is not worthy of Me.” 
 
Civil Law Allows: 
Deuteronomy 21:15-17 “If a man has two wives, one loved and the other unloved, and they have borne 
him children, both the loved and the unloved, and if the firstborn son is of her who is unloved, 16 then it 
shall be, on the day he bequeaths his possessions to his sons, that he must not bestow firstborn status 
on the son of the loved wife in preference to the son of the unloved, the true firstborn. 17 But he shall 
acknowledge the son of the unloved wife as the firstborn by giving him a double portion of all that he 
has, for he is the beginning of his strength; the right of the firstborn is his. 
 
Deuteronomy 24:1-4  “When a man takes a wife and marries her, and it happens that she finds no favor 
in his eyes because he has found some uncleanness in her, and he writes her a certificate of divorce, 
puts it in her hand, and sends her out of his house, 2 when she has departed from his house, and goes 
and becomes another man’s wife, 3 if the latter husband detests her and writes her a certificate of 
divorce, puts it in her hand, and sends her out of his house, or if the latter husband dies who took her as 
his wife, 4 then her former husband who divorced her must not take her back to be his wife after she has 
been defiled; for that is an abomination before the LORD, and you shall not bring sin on the land which 
the LORD your God is giving you as an inheritance. 
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Nevertheless, the church still proclaims God’s Word:  
Malachi 2:16  “For the LORD God of Israel says That He hates divorce, For it covers one’s garment with 

violence,” Says the LORD of hosts. Therefore take heed to your spirit, That you do not deal 
treacherously.” 

Matthew 19:8, “He said to them, “Moses, because of the hardness of your hearts, permitted you to 
divorce your wives, but from the beginning it was not so. 

Mark 6:17-18, “For Herod himself had sent and laid hold of John, and bound him in prison for the sake 
of Herodias, his brother Philip’s wife; for he had married her. 18 Because John had said to Herod, “It 
is not lawful for you to have your brother’s wife.” 

 
1 Timothy 3:2, “A bishop then must be blameless, the husband of one wife, temperate, sober-minded, 

of good behavior, hospitable, able to teach;” 
1 Corinthians 5:9-13, “I wrote to you in my epistle not to keep company with sexually immoral people. 10 

Yet I certainly did not mean with the sexually immoral people of this world, or with the covetous, 
or extortioners, or idolaters, since then you would need to go out of the world. 11 But now I have 
written to you not to keep company with anyone named a brother, who is sexually immoral, or 
covetous, or an idolater, or a reviler, or a drunkard, or an extortioner— not even to eat with such a 
person. 12 For what have I to do with judging those also who are outside? Do you not judge those 
who are inside? 13 But those who are outside God judges. Therefore “put away from yourselves the 
evil person.” 

 
The church and the Individual Christian:  
See 1 Cor 5:10 (above) 
Titus 2:11-12, “For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men, 12 teaching us that, 

denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly in the present 
age…” 

1 Thessalonians 4:3-7, “For this is the will of God, your sanctification: that you should abstain from 
sexual immorality; 4 that each of you should know how to possess his own vessel in sanctification 
and honor, 5 not in passion of lust, like the Gentiles who do not know God; 6 that no one should take 
advantage of and defraud his brother in this matter, because the Lord is the avenger of all such, as 
we also forewarned you and testified. 7 For God did not call us to uncleanness, but in holiness.  

Jude 3, 20-23, “Beloved, while I was very diligent to write to you concerning our common salvation, I 
found it necessary to write to you exhorting you to contend earnestly for the faith which was once 
for all delivered to the saints….  20 But you, beloved, building yourselves up on your most holy faith, 
praying in the Holy Spirit, 21 keep yourselves in the love of God, looking for the mercy of our Lord 
Jesus Christ unto eternal life. 22 And on some have compassion, making a distinction; 23 but others 
save with fear, pulling them out of the fire, hating even the garment defiled by the flesh.  

Jude 22-23, “Be merciful to those who doubt; 23 snatch others from the fire and save them; to others 
show mercy, mixed with fear—hating even the clothing stained by corrupted flesh.” 

Luke 10:25-37, Good Samaritan  10:37 “And he said, “He who showed mercy on him.” Then Jesus said to 
him, “Go and do likewise.” 

Romans 12:20, “Therefore “If your enemy is hungry, feed him; If he is thirsty, give him a drink; For in so 
doing you will heap coals of fire on his head.” 

2 Corinthians 7:1, “Therefore, having these promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness 
of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God. 

Romans 1:32, “Although they know God’s righteous decree that those who do such things deserve 

death, they not only continue to do these very things but also approve of those who practice them.” 


