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the church had been gathered and confirmed by these signs, it was
not necessary for this visible sending forth .of the Holy Spirit to
continue.

The second sending is that by which the Holy Spirit, through the
Word, is sent into the hearts of believers, as is said here: “God has
sent the Spirit of His Son into your hearts.” This happens without
a visible form, namely, when through the spoken Word we receive
fire and light, by which we are made new and different, and by which
a new judgment, new sensations, and new drives arise in us. This
change and new judgment are not the work of human reason or power;
they are the gift and accomplishment of the Holy Spirit, who comes
with the preached Word, purifies our hearts by faith, and produces
spiritual motivation in us. Therefore there is the greatest possible
difference between us and the enemies and perverters of the Word.
We, by the grace of God, are able to declare and judge with certainty,
on the basis of the Word, about the will of God toward us, about all
laws and doctrines, about our own lives and those of others. On the
other hand, the papists and the fanatical spirits are unable to judge
with certainty about anything. The latter distort and pervert the
Word; the former persecute and blaspheme it. But without the Word
it is impossible to form any sure judgments about anything.

It is[ﬁéﬂevident, of course, that we have been renewed in our
minds and that we have the Holy Spirit. Yet our very ability to judge,
our speech, and our confession are evidence enough that the Holy
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Spirit is in us with His gifts. For formerly we were unable to judge '

about anything at all. We did not speak and confess that all our
deeds are sinful and condemned and that Christ alone is our merit
of congruity and condignity, as we now do since the sun of truth has
been shining. Therefore it should not affect us if the world, whose
works we declare to be evil, judges that we are the most dangerous
heretics and insurrectionists, overthrowers of religion and of the public
peace, and possessed by the devil, who speaks through us and governs
all our actions. In opposition to this perverse judgment of the world
let us be satisfied with the testimony of our conscience, by which we
know as a certainty that it is a divine gift when we not only believe
in Jesus Christ but proclaim and confess Him openly in the presence
of the world. As we believe in our heart, so we speak with our lips,
according to the statement of the psalm (116:10): “I believed, and so
I spoke; but I am greatly afflicted.”

We also discipline ourselves in piety and avoid sin as much as
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we can. If we do sin, it is not deliberate; we sin through ignorance,
and we regret it. We can fall, for the devil is lying in wait for us day
and night. The remnants of sin also cling to our flesh. So far as the
flesh is concerned, then, we are sinners even after we have received
the Holy Spirit. Externally there is not much difference between the
Christian and another socially upright human being. The works of
the Christian are cheap in appearance: He does his duty according
to his calling; he rules the commonwealth; he runs the household; he
tills the field; he helps, supports, and serves his neighbor. The un-
spiritual man does not praise these works but thinks of them as com-
mon and as nothing, as something that laymen and even heathen do.
For the world does not perceive the things of the Spirit of God (1 Cor.
2:14); therefore it forms a distorted judgment of the works of the
pious. It not only admires the superstition of the hypocrites and their
self-chosen works but takes a religious attitude toward them and sup-
ports them with generous gifts. On the other hand, it is so far away
from acknowledging that the works of the pious are good — they are,
of course, cheap and meager in appearance, but they are good and
acceptable to God when they are done in faith, a joyful spirit, obedi-
ence, and gratitude toward God — that it denounces and condemns
them as the height of wickedness and unrighteousness. Therefore
there is nothing that the world believes less than that we have the
Holy Spirit. But in a time of tribulation or of the cross and the con-
fession of faith (which is the proper and principal work of believers),
when one must either forsake wife, children, property, and life or
deny Christ, then it becomes evident that by the power of the Holy
Spirit we confess the faith, Christ, and His Word.

Therefore we must not doubt that the Holy Spirit dwells in us;
but we must be sure and acknowledge that we are, as Paul says,
“a temple of the Holy Spirit” (1 Cor, 6:19). For if someone experi-
ences love toward the Word, and if he enjoys hearing, speaking, think-
ing, lecturing, and writing about Christ, he should know that this is
not a work of human will or reason but a gift of the Holy Spirit. For
it is impossible for these things to happen without the Holy Spirit.
On the other hand, where there is hate and contempt for the Word,
there the devil, “the god of this world” (2 Cor. 4:4), is reigning, blind-
ing the hearts of men and holding them captive, to keep the light of
the Gospel of the glory of Christ from shining upon them. This is
what we see in the rabble today; they do not care about the Word
at all but smugly despise it, as though it did not pertain to them at all.
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Those in whom there is some glow and yearning for the Word should
acknowledge with gratitude that this feeling has been infused into
them by the Holy Spirit. For we are not born with this feeling; nor
can we be instructed to acquire it by any laws. It is the right hand
of the Most High, pure and simple, that has changed us (Ps.77:10).
Therefore when we are glad to hear the proclamation about Christ,
the Son of God, who was made man for us and subjected Himself to
the Law to redeem us, then with and through that proclamation God
surely sends the Holy Spirit into our hearts. Therefore it is extremely
profitable to the pious to know that they have the Holy Spirit.

I am saying this in order to refute the dangerous doctrine of the
sophists and the monks, who taught and believed that no one can
know for a certainty whether he is in a state of grace, even if he does
good works according to his ability and lives a blameless life.'® This
statement, widely accepted and believed, was a principle and prac-
tically an article of faith throughout the papacy. With this wicked
idea of theirs they utterly ruined the doctrine of faith, overthrew faith,
disturbed consciences, abolished Christ from the church, obscured
and denied all the blessings and gifts of the Holy Spirit, abrogated
the true worship of God, and established idolatry, contempt of God,
and blasphemy in the hearts of men. For anyone who has such doubts
about the will of God toward him and who does not believe for a cer-
tainty that he is in a state of grace cannot believe that he has the
forgiveness of sins, that God cares about him, or that he can be saved.

Augustine says correctly and faithfully that anyone can certainly
see his own faith if he has it."¥ This is what they deny. “Far be it
from me,” they say, “that I should believe for a certainty that I am
in a state of grace, that I am holy, and that I have the Holy Spirit,
even if I do live a holy life and do everything I should.” This wicked
idea, on which the entire kingdom of the pope rests, is one that you
young people should flee and regard with horror as a dangerous
plague; for you have not yet been imbued with it. We older ones
were reared in it from childhood and imbibed it in such a way that
it grew into the very innards of our hearts. Therefore it was not with-
out difficulty that we learned the true faith that we teach. We must
by all means believe for a certainty that we are in a state of grace,

16 Cf. the Decrees and Canons of the Council of Trent, Session VI, Canons
13, 15, 16. ;

16 See, for example, De Trinitate, Book XIV, ch.3. §V‘f

4:6 GALATIANS — 1535 379
(W, XL, 577, 578]

Him who is certain. So much for the internal testimony, by which
the heart should believe with complete certainty that it is in a state
of grace and that it has the Holy Spirit. But the external signs, as
I have said earlier, are these: to enjoy hearing about Christ; to teach,
give thanks, praise, and confess Him, even at the cost of property
and life; to do one’s duty according to one’s calling in a manly way,
in faith and joy; not to take delight in sin; not to invade someone
else’s calling but to serve one’s own; to help a needy brother, comfort
the sorrowful, etc. By these signs we are assured and confirmed
a posteriori that we are in a state of grace. The wicked have these
signs too, but not in a purc way. From this it is abundantly clear
that the pope with his doctrine only disturbs consciences and finally
brings them to the brink of despair; for he not only teaches them to
be in doubt, but he commands it. Therefore, as the psalm says (5:9),
“there is nothing sure in his mouth”; or, as another says (10:7), “under
his tongue are mischief and iniquity.”

Here we see also how great the weakness of faith is in those who
are pious. For if we believed for a certainty that we are in a state of
grace, that our sins have been forgiven, that we have the Spirit of
Christ, and that we are the sons of God, then we would be truly
happy and thankful to God for this inexpressible gift (2 Cor.9:15).
But because we experience the opposite feelings, namely, fear, doubt,

sorrow, etc., we do not dare believe this for a certainty. In fact, our

conscience supposes that it would be great presumption and pride
to arrogate this glory to itself. Therefore this matter is understood
correctly only when it is transferred to practice, for without experi-
ence it is never learned.

Let everyone accustom himself, therefore, to believe for a certainty
that he is in a state of grace and that his person with its works is
pleasing to God. But if he senses that he is in doubt, let him exer-
cise his faith, struggle against the doubt, and strive for certainty, so
that he can say: “I know that I have been accepted and that I have
the Holy Spirit, not on account of my worthiness or virtue but on
account of Christ, who subjected Himself to the Law on our account
and took away the sins of the world (John 1:29). In Him I believe.
If I am a sinner, and if I err, He is righteous and cannot err. Besides,
I enjoy hearing, reading, singing, and writing about Him. There is
nothing I want more than to make His Gospel known to the world
and to convert many people.”

These things certainly testify that the Holy Spirit is present. For
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