Catechesis for Quinquagesima February 27, 2019

Lutheran Apology of the Augsburg Confession,

. Article 1V: Justification, 223-230
Confessions Let us, therefore, hold fast to this which the
Church confesses, namely, that we are saved by
mercy. And lest any one may here think: “If we are to be saved by mercy, hope will
be uncertain, if in those who obtain salvation nothing precedes by which they may
be distinguished from those who do not obtain it,” we must give him a satisfactory
answer.... We will therefore reply briefly. For the very reason that hope may be
sure, for the very reason that there may be an antecedent distinction between those
who obtain salvation, and those who do not obtain it, it is necessary firmly to hold
that we are saved by mercy. When this is expressed thus unqualifiedly, it seems
absurd. For in civil courts and in human judgment, that which is of right or of debt
is certain, and mercy is uncertain. But the matter is different with respect to God’s
judgment; for here mercy has a clear and certain promise and command from
God. For the Gospel is properly that command which enjoins us to believe that God
is propitious to us for Christ’s sake. For God sent not His Son into the world to
condemn the world, but that the world through Him might be saved, John 3, 17. 18.
225] As often, therefore, as mercy is spoken, of, faith in the promise must be
added; and this faith produces sure hope, because it relies upon the Word and
command of God. If hope would rely upon works, then, indeed, it would be
uncertain, because works cannot pacify 226] the conscience, as has been said above
frequently. And this faith makes a distinction between those who obtain salvation,
and those who do not obtain it. Faith makes the distinction between the worthy and
the unworthy, because eternal life has been promised to the justified; and faith
justifies.

227] But here again the adversaries will cry out that there is no need of good
works if they do not merit eternal life. These calumnies we have refuted above. Of
course, it is necessary to do good works. We say that, eternal life has been promised
to the justified. But those who walk according to the flesh retain neither faith nor
righteousness. We are for this very end justified, that, being righteous, we may
begin to do good works and to obey God’s Law. 228] We are regenerated and
receive the Holy Ghost for the very end that the new life may produce new 229]
works, new dispositions, the fear and love of God, hatred of concupiscence, etc.
This faith of which we speak arises in repentance, and ought to be, established and
grow in the midst of good works, temptations, and dangers, so that we may
continually be the more firmly persuaded that God for Christ’s sake cares for us,
forgives us, hears us. This is not learned without many and great struggles. How
often is conscience aroused, how often does it incite even to despair when it brings
to view sins, either old or new, or the impurity of our nature! This handwriting is
not blotted out without a great 230] struggle, in which experience testifies what a

difficult matter faith is. (Bente, F., Concordia Triglotta, Milwaukee, Wisconsin: Northwestern
Publishing House, 1997).

Put it into Practice These questions have been put together

to help you as you extend and apply

tonight’s Scripture to your life.

Prayer

O Lord, we implore You, mercifully hear our prayers, and, having set us free
from the bonds of sin, defend us from all evil; through Jesus Christ, Your Son,
our Lord, who lives and reigns with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever. AMEN (Collect for Quinquagesima)

Word of God: St. Luke 18:31-43 (on back)

Questions to Ponder in Prayer

This is the third time(9:22, 44-45, 18:32-34) in Luke that Jesus predicts his death.

1. To whom does Jesus reveal his upcoming suffering/death? (v.31)

2. Where is Jesus(and his disciples) going? On Ash Wednesday, three days after
this reading, the church will begin a Lenten journey. Where is she going?

3. What is going to be accomplished(fulfilled)? (Lk 22:37, 7:22 “tell John”) What is
the connection between Jesus’ passion and the prophets of 0ld? (v.31)

4. What particular things does Jesus say will happen? (See Isaiah’s Suffering

Servant, 52:13-53:12)

How was this prediction of Jesus’ death received by the Twelve? (Lk 9:45, 18:34)

When would they understand? (Luke 24:25-27, 30, 31, Acts 1:7-8)

What/Who prevented them from “know”/see Jesus as the Messiah? (1:4, 24:31)

Wlth verses 35-42, we have a side journey with a blind man that illustrates the whole

reason for Jesus’ journey to Jerusalem to die and rise again.

8. Where is Jericho in relation to Jerusalem? 15 miles So what?

9.  Where was the blind man? Why was he there & what was he doing? (Acts 9:2)

10. What kind of reputation did a “beggar” have?(Lk 16:3)

11. When he finds out that “Jesus of Nazareth is passing by,” what does he do? What
title does he give Jesus? (Note: “Nezer” is the Hebrew word for root - Is 11:1)?

12. What do we learn about “those who were in front?” (v.39, Lk 18:15-17)

13. Did the blind man stop his yelling? Why? Lk 4:18 Did Jesus hear him? Is 58:6-9

14. What does Jesus command his disciples to do? (v.40) Compare to question #12.

15. Why does Jesus ask him, “For you, what do you want me to do?” Ro 10:8-9

16. Does the blind man ask for forgiveness? What does he want? Lk 12:33 or 1:50

17. Is the new term “Lord” significant? Ex 3:14, Lk 20:42 on Ps 110:1

18. Jesus gives the man his sight. How did the man’s faith “heal/save him”(v.42)?
Verse 42 in Greek is the same as in Luke 7:50, but there it is translated, “Your
faith has saved you.”

19. What does this man do once he has received his sight? (Lk 2:20, 5:25) What did
all the “people” do? Who are the “people?” (19:47;20:19,26; 24:19)

20. This blind man was beside the way, but once his eyes were opened he is placed in
the way following Jesus. What does that say about catechesis?

21. Compare “a blind man”(Lk 18:35-43) to “a ruler”(Lk 18:18-22). Who follows
Jesus in the way? Now sing the Magnificat(Lk 1:46-55)! Get it?!
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6:30 PM “Learn by Heart”
Through simple repetition those present
will inwardly digest...
Hymn TLH #375, stanza 3-4
Sacrament of the Altar, 2
Philippians 3:9
Or 1 Corinthians 2:14

7:00 PM “Catechesis”
+ Opening Verses
“O Lord, open my lips...” p.-224

+ Ascription of Praise
“Praise to you, O Christ.
Lamb of Our Salvation.” p-225

Reading
St. Luke 18:31-43 (back)

Hymn
"If Thy Beloved Son, O God" (Insert)

Catechesis on... (back)
St. Luke 18:31-43
Liturgy
Catechism

--prayer based on reading
+ Responsive Prayer for Catechesis
(insert)

Ten Commandments
Lord’s Prayer
Apostles’ Creed

Psalm 1
Collect of the Day
Prayers based on the text
The Collect for Peace
Benedicamus
Benediction



Catechesis on
St. Luke 18:31-43

31 Then He took the twelve aside and said to them,
“Behold, we are going up to Jerusalem, and all things
that are written by the prophets concerning the Son of
Man will be accomplished. 32 “For He will be
delivered to the Gentiles and will be mocked and
insulted and spit upon. *“They will scourge Him and
kill Him. And the third day He will rise again.” 3* But
they understood none of these things; this saying was
hidden from them, and they did not know the things
which were spoken. ® Then it happened, as He was
coming near Jericho, that a certain blind man sat by
the road begging. % And hearing a multitude passing
by, he asked what it meant. 3’ So they told him that
Jesus of Nazareth was passing by. % And he cried
out, saying, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on
me!” *° Then those who went before warned him that
he should be quiet; but he cried out all the more,
“Son of David, have mercy on me!” ° So Jesus stood
still and commanded him to be brought to Him. And
when he had come near, He asked him, 4! saying,
“What do you want Me to do for you?”” He said,
“Lord, that I may receive my sight.” *2 Then Jesus
said to him, “Receive your sight; your faith has made
you well*.” *® And immediately he received his sight,
and followed Him, glorifying God. And all the

people, when they saw it, gave praise to God. (NKJV)
(* could also be “has saved you.” See question #18)

The Suffering and Death of Jesus

The suffering and death of Jesus was not a tactical mistake

in Jesus’ plan for saving the world, but it was by means of

His very suffering and death that Jesus planned to save the

world from her sins.

Matthew 20:28, “Just as the Son of Man did not come to be
served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many.”

The Old Testament anticipated Jesus’ suffering and death.

(Luke 18:31)

Isaiah 53:4-5, “Surely He has borne our griefs And carried our
sorrows; Yet we esteemed Him stricken, Smitten by God, and
afflicted. 5 But He was wounded for our transgressions, He
was bruised for our iniquities; The chastisement for our peace
was upon Him, And by His stripes we are healed.”

Luke 24:25-27, “Then He said to them, ‘O foolish ones, and
slow of heart to believe in all that the prophets have spoken!
Ought not the Christ to have suffered these things and to enter
into His glory?” And beginning at Moses and all the
Prophets, He expounded to them in all the Scriptures the
things concerning Himself.”

Jesus foretold his coming suffering and death, before it

happened (in Luke 5:35, 9:22, 43-45, 12:50, 13:32-33,

18:32, 24:7). More than this, the entire reason for his

taking on flesh and becoming man (incarnation) is so that

He could suffer and die.

Hebrews 2:17, “Therefore, in all things He had to be made like
His brethren, that He might be a merciful and faithful High
Priest in things pertaining to God, to make propitiation for the
sins of the people.”

The Resurrection of Jesus

The resurrection was also predicted in the Old Testament
and according to the Father’s plan by which the sins of the
whole world were removed.

Romans 4:24-25, “It shall be imputed to us who believe in Him
who raised up Jesus our Lord from the dead, who was delivered
up because of our offenses, and was raised because of our
justification.”

Mercy from the Son of David

Jesus was the biological son of Mary, and the adoptive(and
legal) son of Joseph. Whenever the blind man called Jesus by
the title, “Son of David,” he was referring to the promised
Messiah(2 Sam 7:16) who would be a descendant of King
David. Both Mary and Joseph are descendants of David(Mt 1:6,
Lk 3:31).

“The mercy of God is goodness as compassion upon man,
whose sin has brought him into untold misery. ‘Through the
tender mercy of God[016 aTrAdyxva €éAéoug Beod] ... the
Dayspring[Christ] hath visited us, to give light to them that sit in
darkness and in the shadow of death” (Luke 1:78-79)” (Pieper’s
Christian Dogmatics, v. 1, p. 461).
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