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Articles of
the Faith
The Holy Scriptures
present to us a multitude
of teachings, which are
to be received by faith.
The topics which these
doctrines address are
quite diverse. The
doctrine of creation
teaches us that heaven
and earth were created
by the Triune God. The
doctrine of the
atonement teaches that
Jesus Christ’s suffering
and death paid the price
to forgive the sins of the
world. The doctrine of
the word teaches that
God reveals Himself
and His salvation
through the writings of
the prophets and
apostles. The doctrine
of Holy Baptism
teaches that through the
washing of water with
the Word, God applies
the forgiveness of sin to
the individual. The
doctrine of the church
teaches that all who
believe in Christ are
united in the bonds of
fellowship.
There are two ways
to speak about the
Christian faith. At
times we speak about
our belief (faith or trust)
in those teachings as the

Christian faith. At other
times the words “the
Christian faith” is a
description of the
content of our beliefs.
For example, the pastor
may say, “Let us
confess the Christian
faith.” These words are
an invitation to speak
what we believe, as in
one of the church’s
creeds.
The breadth of our
profession of beliefs can
be rather short. St.
Peter responds to Jesus
and says, “You are the
Christ, the Son of the
living God” (Mt 16:16).
The Apostles’ Creed
(credo in Latin is “I
believe”) involves a few
paragraphs. The Nicene
Creed is about a page

while the Athanasian
Creed is two pages
long. Our children
memorize Luther’s
Small Catechism, which
is around 15 pages.
These teaching are
considered the
minimum of knowledge
needed to be received
into communion
fellowship.
At some point we
would consider the
multitude of teachings
to be long. Yes, there is
a Large Catechism of
100 pages. Both
catechisms are bundled
together with other
documents into the 600page Book of Concord.
Continued on page 3
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The
Learning
Center
By Keely Gelso
ECLC Director
Sweet, sweet summer
is coming, and I
couldn’t be happier!
The smell of fresh cut
grass, children outside
playing, and they seem
so much happier the
more time spent
outdoors! It’s the best
time ever, so see such
sweet smiling facing
running and playing!
Our day goes by so very
quickly. Even though it
is becoming much
warmer throughout the
day, we start our
mornings outside so
please make sure your
child has a light jacket
for the day.
We celebrated Palm
Monday, with our Palm
Procession we do with
the children and Pastor.
There are some lovely
pictures of it on
Facebook. Also, we
celebrated Good Friday
in here at the school and
I am wishing I would
have taken pictures of
the day when the
children go to Chapel.
It is absolutely stunning
on Good Friday; Pastor
makes a special

One new table and chair for the bunnies!

appearance in the entry
way of the church to
remind the children
about Good Friday and
why the Church and he
looks different that day.
He is in his black robe
and Jesus is covered in
Black cloth, he explains
it, so the children
understand it in such a
wonderful way. The
children can tell you
what the meaning of
Good Friday is and
what Easter is! It truly
is amazing to watch
every year, and I am
like one of the children
when he explains Good
Friday and look forward
to it every year.
We had our PreGraduation of Thursday,
April 25th and it was so
very special to see those
children and all of the
hard work the has been
done through the years.
They have been so
lucky to have wonderful
teachers, Mrs. Laura
and Mrs. Donna. I
know I am, and I am
sure the families are so

very thankful for both
of them. We will
sure miss our friends
when they go to the
big Kindergarten!
Also, reminder to
families to bring a
water bottle and if
you want sunscreen
applied to your child
please only send
spray and a stick for
the face. We will not
apply lotion on your
child. Please bring
the sunscreen marked
with the child’s name
on it and give to your
child’s teacher. Also,
please make sure it is
applied before they
check in the
mornings.
Trinity hired 3 new
staff members for the
summer, we will be
saying a short
goodbye to Mrs.
Emily as she prepares
to have her baby in
early June. So
welcome, Megan,
Madison, and
Christina. You will
also see some new

staff for our summer
program floating around
as well. Our summer
program will start on
Tuesday, May 28th, 2019
if you haven’t reserved
your spot for school age
please do so. The theme
this summer is How Does
Your Garden Grow?
Mrs. Sara will be the lead
teacher in the classroom
for School-Age this
summer with lots of fun
trips planned!
Important dates!
Monday, May 13th, 2019
Muffins with Mom – join
your child’s classroom
and have some muffins
and coffee to start your
day at 8:00 am!
Monday, May 27th, 2019
Closed
Thursday, July 4th, 2019
Closed
Monday, September 2nd,
2019 Closed
Please feel free to contact
me for a meeting for any
concerns or issues that
might need resolved
~ Mrs. G
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Articles of the
Faith
the Word
Continued from Page 1
The Book of Concord
serves as the confessional
standard of our church.
Pastors are required to
preach, teach and conduct
their ministry according to
it.
Concerning these
various teachings, we
usually refer to them as
articles of the faith. The
original meaning of the
Latin word, articulus is “a
point connecting various
parts of the body; joint,
knot, knuckle. a limb,
member, finger.” This
illustrates that these
individual teachings are
not unrelated. One is not
able to pick and choose
from them as if they were
smorgasbord of beliefs.
These teachings are a part
of a body of doctrine.
Each one is connected and
relates to the other so that
they form a cohesive
whole. If you attempt to
deny one of God’s
revealed teachings, you
will find that you have
denied the others and
maybe even rendered the
whole unsustainable.
For example, the
belief that the Holy
Scriptures are the Word of
God is related to the
teaching of inspiration

and inerrancy. Not only
are the writings of the
prophets and apostles
inspired by God, but those
writings are without error.
If God’s Word contains
errors, then either God is
a liar or the words of the
prophets are only the
words of a man.
Nevertheless, we know
that the very words (and
not just the thoughts
which they expressed) of
the chosen Biblical
writers are verbally
inspired, so that the God
of truth could present to
us His holy Word of truth.
The content of the
Christian faith is taken
from the Holy Scriptures
alone, and thus, the
revelation of God presents
a limited number of
connecting articles of
doctrine. St. John’s
words concerning Christ’s
many works seem to
apply to the content of the
Christian faith. John
20:30-31, “And truly
Jesus did many other
signs in the presence of
His disciples, which are
not written in this book;
but these are written that
you may believe that
Jesus is the Christ, the
Son of God, and that
believing you may have
life in His name.”
The Triune God has
not revealed to us
everything of His infinite
mind and being, but what
He has revealed to us is

sufficient to save from sin
and death, and to give us
eternal life through faith
in His Son. The revealed
Word of God is deep
enough to engage our
minds for a lifetime and

yet simple enough to
bring someone to become
a Christian in one
conversation.
--MDH

Happy 96th Birthday, Violet!
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