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Now when the devil saw that God built such a holy
church, he was not idle, and erected his chapel beside it, larger than God’s
temple. This is how he did it: he noticed that God utilized outward things, like
baptism, word, sacrament, keys, etc., whereby he sanctified his church. And
since the devil is always God’s ape, trying to imitate all God’s things and to
improve on them, he also tried his luck with external things purported to make
man holy—just as he tries with rain-makers, sorcerers, exorcists of devils, etc.
He even has the Lord’s Prayer recited and the gospel read over them to make it
appear a great holy possession. Thus he had popes and papists consecrate or
sanctify water, salt, candles, herbs, bells, images, Agnus Dei, pallia, chasubles,
tonsures, fingers, hands—who can tell it all>—finally the monks’ cowls to a
degree that many people died and were buried in them, believing that thereby
they would be saved. Now it would have been fine indeed if God’s word or a
blessing or a prayer were spoken over these created things, as children do over
their food or over themselves when they go to bed and when they arise. St. Paul
says of this, “Everything created by God is good, and is consecrated by the word
of God and prayer” [I Tim. 4:4-5]. The creature derives no new power from
such a practice, but is strengthened in its former power. (Luther’s Works, v.41,
p.167-168)

Collect for Misericordias Domini

Merciful Father, who by the humiliation of Your Son raised up the fallen world,
grant to Your faithful people perpetual gladness, and make those whom You
have delivered from the danger of everlasting death to be partakers of eternal
joys; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

The Order of Matins, p.208

+

+ “O Lord, open my lips... p.208f
+ Ascription of Praise p.209
+ Easter Invitatory p.209

P. “The Lord is risen, indeed. Alleluia!”
C. Oh, come, let us worship him.
+ The Venite p.209f
“Oh, come, let us sing...”
The Easter invitatory is repeated.
+ Office
Psalmody
Psalm 23
Readings Ezekiel 34:11-16, 1 Peter 2:21-25, John 10:11-16
Responsory for Easter p.213
“Sing to the Lord and bless his name...”
Sermon “The Risen Jesus is Gathering God’s Sheep”

Ezekiel 34:23
+ Te Deum............... p.214
“We praise you, O God...”
+ The Prayers................ p.219

Kyrie (“Lord, have mercy...”)
Lord's Prayer
Salutation
Collect for Easter Two
Special Prayers
Collect for Grace
+ Benedicamus/Blessing p.222
+ Hymn #143 “The Strife Is O’er, the Battle Done”
+ Hymn #123 “Christ Jesus Lay in Death’s Strong Bands”
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