
Genesis 12:1-3  
1Now the LORD had said to 

Abram:  

“Get out of your country, From 

your family And from your father’s 

house, To a land that I will show you.  
2 I will make you a great nation; I will 

bless you And make your name great; 

And you shall be a blessing.  3 I will 

bless those who bless you, And I will 

curse him who curses you; And in you 

all the families of the earth shall be 

blessed.” 

 

Hebrews 9:11-15 
11But Christ came as High Priest 

of the good things to come, with the 

greater and more perfect tabernacle not 

made with hands, that is, not of this 

creation. 12Not with the blood of goats 

and calves, but with His own blood He 

entered the Most Holy Place once for 

all, having obtained eternal 

redemption. 13For if the blood of bulls 

and goats and the ashes of a heifer, 

sprinkling the unclean, sanctifies for 

the purifying of the flesh, 14how much 

more shall the blood of Christ, who 

through the eternal Spirit offered 

Himself without spot to God, cleanse 

your conscience from dead works to 

serve the living God? 15And for this 

reason He is the Mediator of the new 

covenant, by means of death, for the 

redemption of the transgressions under 

the first covenant, that those who are 

called may receive the promise of the 

eternal inheritance. 

 

St. John 8:46-59 
46“Which of you convicts Me of 

sin? And if I tell the truth, why do you 

not believe Me? 47“He who is of God 

hears God’s words; therefore you do 

not hear, because you are not of God.” 
48Then the Jews answered and said 

to Him, “Do we not say rightly that 

You are a Samaritan and have a 

demon?” 49Jesus answered, “I do not 

have a demon; but I honor My Father, 

and you dishonor Me. 50“And I do not 

seek My own glory; there is One who 

seeks and judges. 51“Most assuredly, I 

say to you, if anyone keeps My word 

he shall never see death.” 52Then the 

Jews said to Him, “Now we know that 

You have a demon! Abraham is dead, 

and the prophets; and You say, ‘If 

anyone keeps My word he shall never 

taste death.’ 53“Are You greater than 

our father Abraham, who is dead? And 

the prophets are dead. Whom do You 

make Yourself out to be?” 54Jesus 

answered, “If I honor Myself, My 

honor is nothing. It is My Father who 

honors Me, of whom you say that He 

is your God. 55“Yet you have not 

known Him, but I know Him. And if I 

say, ‘I do not know Him,’ I shall be a 

liar like you; but I do know Him and 

keep His word. 56“Your father 

Abraham rejoiced to see My day, and 

he saw it and was glad.” 57Then the 

Jews said to Him, “You are not yet 

fifty years old, and have You seen 

Abraham?” 58Jesus said to them, 

“Most assuredly, I say to you, before 

Abraham was, I AM.” 59Then they 

took up stones to throw at Him; but 

Jesus hid Himself and went out of the 

temple, going through the midst of 

them, and so passed by. 
  



 Communion Psalm:  Ant. This is My Body, which is given for 
you:  This cup is the new testament in My Blood, saith the Lord: this 
do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of me. (1 Cor 11:24,26).  
Ps 116:10-16. 



A clearly defined period within Lent begins with the 

Fifth Sunday in Lent.   From very early times this 

week and Holy Week have been spoken of as 

Passiontide and marked the formal ecclesiastical observance of a special 

period in commemoration of our Lord's Passion.  It is the third step in our 

preparation for Easter, which began with Septuagesima.  It was intensified 

until we reached the Sunday of Refreshment(4th Sunday in Lent), which 

brought the transition from the rigorous demands of Lent to the 

contemplation of our Lord's suffering and death.  The preparation for our 

rising to newness of life with Christ continues, but the Savior's Passion is 

now introduced as an appeal to our heart and conscience.  The sense of 

pardon is conveyed by contemplating the Sacrifice, but at the same time our 

compunction for sin is to be increased.  Pardon given without some method 

of emphasizing guilt might make men think lightly of sin.  This is prevented 

by impressing on us: "You were bought with a price."  In the two weeks 

beginning with Judica, both elements, pardon and sacrifice, are presented.  

The fact that we think and speak of our Lord's suffering and death with 

intense concentration will deepen the solemnity of our worship, but our 

Services should not be morose and desolate.  All during Lent our Liturgy 

leads us to lament our sins, but it never leaves us without the joyous 

assurance of acceptance by God.  While the Propers of Judica and Holy 

Week impress upon us the enormity of our sin by holding before us the 

tremendous Sacrifice and the ugliness of our sins in the light of the Sufferer's 

holiness, a quiet joy in our redemption should pervade our worship, even on 

Good Friday. 

 

The final two weeks before Easter is called Passiontide, a period devoted to 

meditation upon the suffering and death of Jesus Christ.  During this time not 

only is the alleluia not used(as during Lent), but even the Gloria Patri is taken 

away.   

--With today’s reading for Passion Week(3/26-4/1), we see the increasing 

opposition that Jesus faced the last year of his ministry (Jn 8:42f).   

--Holy Week(4/2-4/9) is devoted to the last week of Jesus’ Life.  Though it 

begins with a palm procession(Mt 21:1f), the theme of the week is 

clearly the extended readings from Jesus’ Passion.   

--Sunday(4/2) is St. Matthew, chapters 26 &27.  

--Tuesday(4/4) is St. Mark, chapters 14 & 15.   

--Wednesday(4/5) is St. Luke, chapters 22 & 23.   

--Friday(4/7) is St. John, chapters 18 & 19 

 

Passiontide 


