
Isaiah 40:20-25 
20 Whoever is too impoverished for 

such a contribution Chooses a tree that 

will not rot; He seeks for himself a 

skillful workman To prepare a carved 

image that will not totter.  21 Have you 

not known? Have you not heard? Has 

it not been told you from the 

beginning? Have you not understood 

from the foundations of the earth?  22 It 

is He who sits above the circle of the 

earth, And its inhabitants are like 

grasshoppers, Who stretches out the 

heavens like a curtain, And spreads 

them out like a tent to dwell in.  23 He 

brings the princes to nothing; He 

makes the judges of the earth useless.  
24 Scarcely shall they be planted, 

Scarcely shall they be sown, Scarcely 

shall their stock take root in the earth, 

When He will also blow on them, And 

they will wither, And the whirlwind 

will take them away like stubble.  
25 “To whom then will you liken Me, 

Or to whom shall I be equal?” says the 

Holy One. 

 

1 Thessalonians 4:1-7  
1Finally then, brethren, we urge 

and exhort in the Lord Jesus that 

you should abound more and more, 

just as you received from us how 

you ought to walk and to please 

God; 2for you know what 

commandments we gave you 

through the Lord Jesus. 3For this is 

the will of God, your sanctification: 

that you should abstain from sexual 

immorality; 4that each of you 

should know how to possess his 

own vessel in sanctification and 

honor, 5not in passion of lust, like 

the Gentiles who do not know God; 
6that no one should take advantage 

of and defraud his brother in this 

matter, because the Lord is the 

avenger of all such, as we also 

forewarned you and testified. 7For 

God did not call us to uncleanness, 

but in holiness.  

 

St. Matthew 15:21-28 
21Then Jesus went out from 

there and departed to the region of 

Tyre and Sidon. 22And behold, a 

woman of Canaan came from that 

region and cried out to Him, 

saying, “Have mercy on me, O 

Lord, Son of David! My daughter 

is severely demon-possessed.” 
23But He answered her not a word. 

And His disciples came and urged 

Him, saying, “Send her away, for 

she cries out after us.” 24But He 

answered and said, “I was not sent 

except to the lost sheep of the 

house of Israel.” 25Then she came 

and worshiped Him, saying, “Lord, 

help me!” 26But He answered and 

said, “It is not good to take the 

children’s bread and throw it to the 

little dogs.” 27And she said, “Yes, 

Lord, yet even the little dogs eat the 

crumbs which fall from their 

masters’ table.” 28Then Jesus 

answered and said to her, “O 

woman, great is your faith! Let it 

be to you as you desire.” And her 

daughter was healed from that very 

hour. 



 

 
Communion Psalm:  Ant. Consider my meditation: O hearken 
unto the voice of my calling, my King, and my God: for unto You will 
I make my prayer, O my God.”  Ps 97:1-6, 11-12. 

 

The Preparatory part of the Divine Service is printed 

out during Lent.  The wording of the confession 

may not be as familiar though it is quite ancient.  

The wording can be found in our hymnal in the 

order of Compline on page 264, right column.  The practice of striking 

(more precisely, “tapping”) the chest is simply an acknowledgement of 

personal responsibility and remorse over sinful action and the 

consequences which they bring (Is 32:12, Na 2:7). 
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