Catechesis for 2nd Last Sunday November 15, 2023

Lutheran
Confessions

Apology of the Augsburg Confession:
Article 1V, Justification

249] But the adversaries urge that it is the
prerogative of good works to merit eternal life, because Paul says, Rom. 2,
6: Who will render to every one according to his works. Likewise 2, 10:
Glory, honor, and peace to every man that worketh good. John 5, 29: They
that have done good [shall come forth] unto the resurrection of life. Matt.
25, 35: I was hungry and ye gave Me meat, etc. 250] In these and all similar
passages in which works are praised in the Scriptures, it is necessary to
understand not only outward works, but also the faith of the heart, because
Scripture does not speak of hypocrisy, but of the righteousness of the
heart with its fruits. 251] Moreover, as often as mention is made of the
Law and of works, we must know that Christ as Mediator is not to be
excluded. For He is the end of the Law, and He Himself says, John 15, 5:
Without Me ye can do nothing. According to this rule we have said above
that all passages concerning works can be judged. Wherefore, when
eternal life is granted to works, it is granted to those who have been
justified, because no men except justified men, who are led by the Spirit
of Christ, can do good works; and without faith and Christ, as
Mediator, good works do not please, according to Heb. 11, 6: Without
faith it is impossible to please God. 252] When Paul says: He will render to
every one according to his works, not only the outward work ought to be
understood, but all righteousness or unrighteousness. So: Glory to him that
worketh good, i.e., to the righteous. Ye gave Me meat, is cited as the fruit
and witness of the righteousness of the heart and of faith, and therefore
eternal life is rendered 253] to righteousness. [There it must certainly be
acknowledged that Christ means not only the works, but that He desires to
have the heart, which He wishes to esteem God aright, and to believe
correctly concerning Him, namely, that it is through mercy that it is pleasing
to God. Therefore Christ teaches that everlasting life will be given the
righteous, as Christ says: The righteous shall go into everlasting life.] In
this way Scripture, at the same time with the fruits, embraces the
righteousness of the heart. And it often names the fruits, in order that it
may be better understood by the inexperienced, and to signify that a
new life and regeneration, and not hypocrisy, are required. But
regeneration occurs, by faith, in repentance.

(Bente, F., Concordia Triglotta, Milwaukee, Wisconsin: Northwestern
Publishing House, 1997).

These questions have been put
together to help you as you extend and
apply tonight’s Scripture to your life.

Put it into Practice

Prayer

O Lord, so rule and govern our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that,
being ever mindful of the end of all things and the day of Your just judgment,
we may be stirred up to holiness of living here and dwell with You forever
hereafter; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with

the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. AMEN (Collect for
2n Last Sunday)

Word of God: Matthew 25:31-46 (on back)

Questions to Ponder in Prayer

Intro.--With Matthew 25:31f, Jesus begins once again with His Second Coming as
explained in Matthew 24:30-31, but immediately follows it up with the teaching
of the final judgment.

1. How is the Second Coming of the Son of Man unlike the first coming? Compare

Phil 2:6-8 with Phil 2:9-11. Who is the “King” sitting on his glory-throne?

Do the words “all the nations” exclude anyone? (Mt 24:14, 28:19)

Who are the sheep(John 10) and who are the goats(Ez 34:17-19)?

The Final Judgment(Mt 25:34-46) is based on good works. Is it held in order to

determine who is a sheep and who is a goat or before the judgement of works ever

begins? (See v. 32-33)

The sheep are called “blessed by my Father.” How did they get blessed?

In verse 37 the sheep are called “righteous.” How did they get righteous?

What do the sheep receive? (Rev 20:4, 3:21, 2 Tim 4:8, James 1:12)

What is noticeably absent is any mention of the sins of the sheep. Didn’t they

sin? (Eph 5:25-27)

Do believers do good works? (James 2:17-18, Galatians 5:6, 1 Ths 1:3)

10. Why don’t the sheep remember the good works they did for the disciples? (Acts
16:30-31)

11. Before the judgment, the goats are called “you who are cursed.” Why?

12. What is noticeably absent is any mention of any good works by the goats. Didn’t
they do good works? (Mt 7:17, Heb 11:6, John 15:5)

13. If Jesus already knows the identity of the sheep and goats, what is the purpose of
this Final Judgment? (2 Cor 3:3, 2 Cor 8:24)

14. Explain how the Final Judgement can be based on works (2 Corinthians 5:10,
“For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may
receive what is due him for the things done while in the body, whether good or
bad.”) and yet we are saved by faith in Christ(Ephesians 2:8-9, “For it is by
grace you have been saved, through faith—and this not from yourselves, it is the
gift of God— 9 not by works, so that no one can boast.”)?

15. Thus it is true that all men including Christians will be judged(Rom 14:10) and
yet it is also true that believers are not judged/condemned(Jn 3:18). Explain.
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6:30 PM “Learn by Heart”
Through simple repetition those present
will inwardly digest...

Hymn “Now Thank We All Our God”

ASBH #64
Lord’s Prayer, 3™ Petition and
Meaning
2 Corinthians 5:10

7:00 PM “Catechesis”

+ Opening Verses
“O Lord, open my lips...” p.224

+ Ascription of Praise
“Praise to you, O Christ. Alleluia.”

p.225
Reading
St. Matthew 25:31-46 (back)
Hymn

“Now Thank We All Our God”
(Augustana Service #64, insert)

Catechesis on... (back)
St. Matthew 25:31-46
Liturgy
Catechism

--prayer based on reading
+ Recite Word by Word insert

Ten Commandments

Lord’s Prayer

Apostles’ Creed

Sacrament of Holy Baptism
Matthew 28:19
Mark 16:16

Confession & Absolution
John 20:22-23

Sacrament of the Altar
Words of Institution

Collect of the Day
--prayer based on reading
R. AMEN
Benediction
R. AMEN



Catechesis on St. Matthew 25:31-46

“When the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all the
holy angels with Him, then He will sit on the throne of His
glory. 32*“All the nations will be gathered before Him, and
He will separate them one from another, as a shepherd
divides his sheep from the goats. 33“And He will set the
sheep on His right hand, but the goats on the left. 34“Then
the King will say to those on His right hand, ‘Come, you
blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for
you from the foundation of the world: 35‘for I was hungry
and you gave Me food; | was thirsty and you gave Me
drink; I was a stranger and you took Me in; 36°I was
naked and you clothed Me; | was sick and you visited Me;
I was in prison and you came to Me.” 37“Then the
righteous will answer Him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we
see You hungry and feed You, or thirsty and give You
drink? 38“When did we see You a stranger and take You
in, or naked and clothe You? 39‘Or when did we see You
sick, or in prison, and come to You?’ 40“And the King
will answer and say to them, ‘Assuredly, | say to you,
inasmuch as you did it to one of the least of these My
brethren, you did it to Me.” 41“Then He will also say to
those on the left hand, ‘Depart from Me, you cursed, into
the everlasting fire prepared for the devil and his angels:
42‘for I was hungry and you gave Me no food; I was
thirsty and you gave Me no drink; 43°I was a stranger and
you did not take Me in, naked and you did not clothe Me,
sick and in prison and you did not visit Me.” 44“Then they
also will answer Him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see You
hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in
prison, and did not minister to You?’ 45“Then He will
answer them, saying, ‘Assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch
as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not
do it to Me.” 46“And these will go away into everlasting
punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.” (NKJV)

Judgment Day (based on works)

Immediately after the Second Coming of Christ and the
resurrection of the dead, the Final Judgment will follow.
That judgment will be based upon works.

2 Corinthians 5:10, “For we must all appear before the judgment
seat of Christ, that each one may receive the things done in

the body, according to what he has done, whether good or
bad.”

“At whose coming all men will rise again with their bodies and
will give an account of their own works. And they that have
done good will go into life everlasting and they that have
done evil, into everlasting fire” (Athanasian Creed).
However, we are not saved by our works, but we are

saved by faith in Jesus Christ. Faith cannot be seen, but

works can. It is our good works which are the proof of
faith in Christ.
Matthew 25 teaches many important things:

1. The purpose of Judgment Day is not to determine
who is saved and who isn’t. Even before the
judgment begins the sheep(believers) are already
separated from the goats(unbelievers).

2. All who are believers are declared to be sheep and
placed on the right hand before the judgment of works
ever begins. Faith in Christ saves!

Are Believers Judged or Not?

Yes, and no. On the one hand, it is true that all people
will be judged(Rom 14:10). On that day, believers will
receive the words, “Come you blessed of My Father,
inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation
of the world” (Mt 25:34)

On the other hand, when the Scripture says that
believers will not be judged(Jn 3:18, 5:24), it refers to the
fact that none of the sins of believers(sheep) are ever
considered on Judgment Day. With their sins forgiven,
only their good works are mentioned. Believers will not
be judged(in the sense of “condemned”). They are spared
that kind of judgment.

Without faith in Christ, unbelievers have no good works
to consider(Heb 11:6). Thus, the sins of unbelievers will
damn them to hell for eternity.

Matthew 12:36, “But I say to you that for every idle word men
may speak, they will give account of it in the day of
judgment.” (unbelievers)

Luke 21:28, “Now when these things begin to happen, look up
and lift up your heads, because your redemption draws near.”
(believers)
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The separation of sheep (believers) and goats (unbelievers)
before the judgment is based on faith in Christ
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Judgment Day publicly reveals who believed by their works.

Goats
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