
The Fifteenth Sunday after Trinity September 17, 2023 
 

#61  The Devil Seeks to Extinguish the Word 

Those are two great temptations that hinder us inwardly in 

our prayer, and outwardly try to chase us away from it. 

Therefore all we can do is to go on crying to God, asking Him 

to strengthen and advance His Word in us and to restrain the persecutors and the 

sects so that it is not extinguished. Now, the third enemy is the strongest of 

all, the devil himself. He has us at a great disadvantage for two reasons: by 

nature we are not good; and in addition we are weak in faith and in spirit. Thus 

he invades my own castle and baffles against me. He also has the world on his 

side, and he incites all the sects against me. Through them he shoots his flaming, 

poisonous darts (Eph. 6:16) at me, to wear me down, to extinguish the Word in 

me again and to smother it, and to establish his control as he once had it, without 

any danger of being expelled. There, you see, are three troubles that press us 

down hard and will not get off our neck as long as we have life and breath. 

Hence we have continual reason for prayer and invocation. This is why He adds 

the words “ask,” “seek,” and “knock,” to indicate that we do not have everything 

yet but that our situation is one of shortcomings and needs everywhere. If we 

had everything, we would not need to ask or seek; if we were already in heaven, 

we would not need to knock. (Luther’s Works, v. 21, pages 230-231).  

 

Elder – Stephen Phillips (303-0769) 

Altar Guild – Patty Kenner 

Organist – LeeAnn Byrne 

Church Cleaning –Sept 17/24 Schroeder, Oct 1/8 Prochaska 

Divine Service I, p.136  
 

THE PREPARATION 

+ Hymn………….. #198 

+ Invocation/Confession/Absolution   p.136-137 
 

THE SERVICE OF THE WORD 

+ Introit..................... (insert) 
        [Pastor, then congregation] 

+  Kyrie………………….. p.137 

+ Gloria in Excelsis………. p.138 

+ Salutation.................. p.139 

+ Collect of the Day... (insert) 

   Old Testament Reading 

   Epistle 

      Gradual (insert) 

+ Holy Gospel.............. p.140-141 

   Nicene Creed………….. p.141 

  Hymn “Why Art Thou Thus Cast Down, My Heart?”

 (insert) 

       Sermon  

    Offering plates are in the back.  

+ Offertory: "Create in Me…" p.143 

+ Prayer of the Church……… p.144 
 

SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION 

+  Preface, etc. ..........….. p.144-151 

    Distribution & Hymns   

    Communion Psalm (by cantor)  

             #319, #376, #429, #247  

+ “Lord, now you let …”          p.152 

+  Post-Communion Collects p.153 

+ Benedicamus/Benediction.....       p.154ff    

     Announcements 
 

  
Trinity Lutheran Church & Early Childhood Learning Center 

1000 North Park Avenue, Herrin, IL 62948 Church 942-3401, Learning Center 942-4750 www.trinityh.org 

Pastor Michael D. Henson · Deacon Gary K. Harroun 

Pr. Henson and Dcn. Harroun are members of the Evangelical Lutheran Diocese of North America (Eldona.org) 

 

Welcome 
to Trinity 
Welcome 
to Trinity 

Assistants 

For the Spirit of Prayer. 

O GOD of hope, the true Light of faithful souls, and perfect Brightness of the 

blessed, Who art verily the Light of the Church: Grant that my heart may both 

render Thee a. worthy prayer, and always glorify Thee with the offering of 

praise; through Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, who livest and reignest with 

the Father and the Holy Ghost, ever one God, world without end. Amen  

(Oremus, 1925, p.39). 
 

http://www.trinityh.org/


Deuteronomy 6:4-7 
4 “Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the 

LORD is one! 5 You shall love the LORD 

your God with all your heart, with all 

your soul, and with all your strength. 6 

And these words which I command you 

today shall be in your heart. 7 You shall 

teach them diligently to your children, 

and shall talk of them when you sit in 

your house, when you walk by the way, 

when you lie down, and when you rise 

up.” 

 

Galatians 5:25—6:10 
25 If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk 

in the Spirit. 26 Let us not become 

conceited, provoking one another, 

envying one another. 6:1 Brethren, if a 

man is overtaken in any trespass, you 

who are spiritual restore such a one in a 

spirit of gentleness, considering yourself 

lest you also be tempted. 2 Bear one 

another’s burdens, and so fulfill the law 

of Christ. 3 For if anyone thinks himself 

to be something, when he is nothing, he 

deceives himself. 4 But let each one 

examine his own work, and then he will 

have rejoicing in himself alone, and not 

in another. 5 For each one shall bear his 

own load. 6 Let him who is taught the 

word share in all good things with him 

who teaches. 7 Do not be deceived, God 

is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, 

that he will also reap. 8 For he who sows 

to his flesh will of the flesh reap 

corruption, but he who sows to the Spirit 

will of the Spirit reap everlasting life. 9 

And let us not grow weary while doing 

good, for in due season we shall reap if 
we do not lose heart. 10 Therefore, as we 

have opportunity, let us do good to all, 

especially to those who are of the 

household of faith. 

 

St. Matthew 6:24-34 
24 “No one can serve two masters; for 

either he will hate the one and love the 

other, or else he will be loyal to the one 

and despise the other. You cannot serve 

God and mammon. 25 Therefore I say to 

you, do not worry about your life, what 

you will eat or what you will drink; nor 

about your body, what you will put on. Is 

not life more than food and the body more 

than clothing? 26 Look at the birds of the 

air, for they neither sow nor reap nor 

gather into barns; yet your heavenly 

Father feeds them. Are you not of more 

value than they? 27 Which of you by 

worrying can add one cubit to his stature? 
28 So why do you worry about clothing? 

Consider the lilies of the field, how they 

grow: they neither toil nor spin; 29 and yet 

I say to you that even Solomon in all his 

glory was not arrayed like one of these. 30 

Now if God so clothes the grass of the 

field, which today is, and tomorrow is 

thrown into the oven, will He not much 

more clothe you, O you of little faith? 31 

Therefore do not worry, saying, ‘What 

shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ 

or ‘What shall we wear?’ 32 For after all 

these things the Gentiles seek. For your 

heavenly Father knows that you need all 

these things. 33 But seek first the kingdom 

of God and His righteousness, and all 

these things shall be added to you. 34 

Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, 

for tomorrow will worry about its own 

things. Sufficient for the day is its own 

trouble.” 

Communion Psalm:  Ant. 
Seek first of all the kingdom of 
God, and all these things shall 
be added unto you, says the 
Lord. (Mt 6:33).  Psalm 78:1-4, 
24-28. 
 



 

 

 

 



Prayer for the Church 

Thanksgiving. –that the Father loved us, his most important creatures 

created in His image, and that His Son took on our human flesh 

and gives us his kingdom and righteousness. 

The Church and her servants.— Give the church your Holy Spirit so 

that we do not worry, but believe Your holy Word and lead godly 

lives here in time and there in eternity. 

--that all pastors in Christ, our bishop, James Heiser, and our pastors, 

Michael D. Henson and Gary K. Harroun would be faithful to the 

Word of God.  

--bless our ECLC director, Keely Gelso and our staff.   

The nations of the world and their rulers.— Endow our president, Joe 

Biden, our governor, J.B. Pritzker, our mayor, Steve Frattini, 

federal and state legislators, and all our leaders with grace to rule 

for the maintenance of goodness and the hindrance of evil. 

--For those who have been unable to conceive children, that God 

would grant them understanding of His gracious will, and that, if 

God so wills it, they might yet be given the gift of children;  

--For the adoption of children, that as St. Paul admonished Philemon 

to receive Onesimus as a dear brother, so we would be open to 

receive orphaned children into our families, providing for their 

needs and sharing with them the love of Christ;  

--Give to all those who wear the uniform of our nation, especially 

Danny Cobin, Jason Melvin, and Blake Darnstaedt, and our police 

officers, especially Daniel Byrne and Alex Byrne, protection from 

physical harm.  

Particular local needs.—  

Shut-ins.- Carolyn Westerman; Patty Rametta, Tom Smith, Elderly.- 

Violet Kemp (Okeechobee, FL) 

Various Needs.- Kevin Krolak (nephew of Patti Baker), Levi 

Gonzalez (nephew of Patti Baker), Larry & Deb Vancil (friends of 

Melvins), Christina Borchert(cancer, sister-in-law of Donna 

Lowrance), Harold Schlemmer (cancer, widowed cousin of Oletha 

Taft), Jim and Charolette Harroun (health concerns), Denise 

Livingston (friend of Mary Brieschke), Anita Prochaska (surgery 

Oct 3), Christina Henson (baby girl due on January 2, 2024), 

Melanie Lentz (friend of Donna Lowrance), and Hal Schmidt(fell 

off a ladder, brother-in-law of Walt Brieschke). 

Students.- Tom Weber at Florida State University, Kara Martin at 

Univ. of Southern Indiana, Jonathan Henson at University of Georgia, 

Sarah Miller at University of Kentucky, Sadie Henson at Concordia 

University, Nebraska, and Alexis Darnstaedt at University of 

Missouri, Columbia. 
 

Ladies Missionary Society.—Sep. 21 at 6 PM at 

Carol Henson’s 

The Basics of Lutheran Teachings—September 24. 

Game Night.—October 6 and November 3 

Council Meeting.— October 29, following the Divine Service. 

Voters’ Assembly & Potluck.—November 5. 

Hike with Mike.—November 12.  

 

 

 

TODAY –Kindergarten Sunday School, 9:00 AM 

      -Adult Bible Class, 9:00 AM 

-Divine Service-Lord’s Supper, 10:15 AM 

WEDNESDAY -Matins on Ember Wednesday, 7:00 AM 

-Learn-by-Heart / Catechesis Service, 6:30 PM  

THURSDAY -Divine Service, St. Matthew 10:30 AM 

-Ladies’ Missionary Society, 6:00 PM 

FRIDAY  -Matins on Ember Friday, 7:00 AM 

NEXT  -THE SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY  

SUNDAY -Adult and Child Bible Studies, 9:00 AM 

-Divine Service-Lord’s Supper, 10:15 AM 

-Basics of the Lutheran Faith, 12:30 PM   
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   The Lord's Supper is being celebrated today.  

Please note that our practice of closed 

communion with those who are in fellowship 

with us—members of congregations of the 

ELDoNA—is not meant to offend, but is the historic practice of the 

Church. It is prompted by love, both for God's Word and for God's 

people.  It does not deny that members of other denominations may be 

Christians.  Rather, it bows the knee to the Bible's deep concern for 

doctrinal truth (Rom. 16:17) and the Bible's witness that doctrinal 

unity (Acts 2:42) is the central issue to the common reception of the 

Sacrament of the Altar.  Therefore, we ask GUESTS desiring to 

commune to speak with the pastor before the service so that he may 

know that you are a member of a congregation in fellowship with 

Trinity Lutheran Church. 

 

 

 

The Lord’s 
Supper 

The Luther Bible 1534: Habakkuk 1 – The Prophet 


