
Ecclesiasticus 51:1-7 
1 I will thank You, O Lord and King, 

and praise You, O God my Savior: I 

do give praise to Your name: 2 For 

You are my defender and helper, 

and have preserved my body from 

destruction, and from the snare of 

the slanderous tongue, and from the 

lips that forge lies, and have been 

my helper against my adversaries: 3 

And have de-livered me, according 

to the mul-titude of Your mercies 

and great-ness of Your name, from 

the teeth of them that were ready to 

devour me, and out of the hands of 

those who sought after my life, and 

from the manifold afflictions which 

I had; 4 From the choking of fire on 

every side, and from the midst of the 

fire which I kindled not; 5 From the 

depth of the belly of hell, from an 

unclean tongue, and from lying 

words. 6 By an accusation to the king 

from an unrighteous tongue my soul 

drew near even unto death, my life 

was near to the hell beneath. 7 They 

compassed me on every side, and 

there was no man to help me: I 

looked for the help of men, but there 

was none. 

 

 

2 Corinthians 10:17—11:2 
10:17 But “he who glories, let him 

glory in the LORD.” 18 For not he 

who commends himself is ap-

proved, but whom the Lord com-

mends. 11:1 Oh, that you would bear 

with me in a little folly—and indeed 

you do bear with me. 2 For I am 

jealous for you with godly jealousy. 

For I have betrothed you to one 

husband, that I may present you as a 

chaste virgin to Christ. 

 

 

St. Matthew 13:44-52 
44 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is 

like treasure hidden in a field, which 

a man found and hid; and for joy 

over it he goes and sells all that he 

has and buys that field. 45 Again, the 

kingdom of heaven is like a 

merchant seeking beautiful pearls, 46 

who, when he had found one pearl 

of great price, went and sold all that 

he had and bought it. 47 Again, the 

kingdom of heaven is like a dragnet 

that was cast into the sea and 

gathered some of every kind, 48 

which, when it was full, they drew 

to shore; and they sat down and 

gathered the good into vessels, but 

threw the bad away. 49 So it will be 

at the end of the age. The angels will 

come forth, separate the wicked 

from among the just, 50 and cast 

them into the furnace of fire. There 

will be wailing and gnashing of 

teeth.” 51 Jesus said to them, “Have 

you understood all these things?” 

They said to Him, “Yes, Lord.” 52 

Then He said to them, “Therefore 

every scribe instructed concerning 

the kingdom of heaven is like a 

householder who brings out of his 

treasure things new and old.”



 


