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#24  The Sacrament Produces Union in Faith and Doctrine 

Another benign effect of this Sacrament is the union, in 

faith and doctrine, which it produces among Christians, and 

which is so very necessary. To bring about true union among Christians it is not 

sufficient, that they come together to hear the same preaching and the same 

word, but they must also meet around the same altar to receive the same 

food and drink. One may, perchance, hear me preach the word and yet be my 

enemy; but if one partakes of the Lord’s Supper he, by that act, makes for 

himself, individually, a public confession of his faith, although there may be 

hypocrites now and then; and thus a more reliable union, between the Christians 

who unite in this Sacrament, is formed than if they merely had the Gospel 

preached unto them, though this may also cause them to be of one mind. Those 

of the same faith and the same hope unite at the Table of the Lord, while 

those of a different faith stand aloof. Agreement in the Church is very 

desirable, and there should be no divisions in matters of faith. This union was 

properly called, by a Latin term, Communio, a communion, and those who 

would not agree with other Christians in faith, doctrine and life were called 

Excommunicati, as being different in their belief and conduct, and hence 

unworthy to belong to the congregation of those who are of one mind, lest they 

might produce dissensions and schisms. By means also of the Holy Sacrament 

Christ establishes this union among the little company of His believers.  

(Luther’s House Postil, First Sermon for The Day of the Lord’s Supper. The 

Holy Sacrament 1 Corinthians 11:23-26, Volume 2, p. 307-308) 
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 Divine Service  
 

Augustana Service Book & Hymnal 

+ Invocation..............……. p.7 

+ Confession/Absolution p.8-9 

+ Introit... [Pastor, then congregation] (insert)   

+  Kyrie... p.10 

   Omit Gloria in Excelsis in Lent  

+ Salutation.................. p.13 

+ Salutation.................. p.13 

+ Collect of the Day... (insert) 

   Old Testament Reading 

   Epistle 

+ Gradual……..  (insert) 

+ Holy Gospel.............. p.16 

   Nicene Creed………….. p.17 

   “Stricken, Smitten, and Afflicted” (LW 116) 

   Sermon 

+ Offertory: "Create in Me…" p.18 

   The Offerings are gathered. 

+ Prayer Passiontide 3…… (back) 

   Hymn ………………….  LW #114 

+ Exhortation p.21 

Lutheran Worship Hymnal 

+  Preface, etc. ..........….. p.144-151 

    Distribution 

    Communion Psalm 

+ “Lord, now you let …” p.152 

    Omit Gloria Patri in Passiontide  

+  Post-Communion Collects p.153 

+ Benedicamus/Benediction.............. p.154-155   

   Announcements  
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Isaiah 62:11-63:7 
11 Indeed the LORD has proclaimed To the end of 

the world: “Say to the daughter of Zion, ‘Surely 

your salvation is coming; Behold, His reward is 

with Him, And His work before Him.’ ”  12 And 

they shall call them The Holy People, The 

Redeemed of the LORD; And you shall be called 

Sought Out, A City Not Forsaken.  63:1Who is this 

who comes from Edom, With dyed garments 

from Bozrah, This One who is glorious in His 

apparel, Traveling in the greatness of His 

strength?—“I who speak in righteousness, mighty 

to save.”  2 Why is Your apparel red, And Your 

garments like one who treads in the winepress?  
3 “I have trodden the winepress alone, And from 

the peoples no one was with Me. For I have 

trodden them in My anger, And trampled them in 

My fury; Their blood is sprinkled upon My 

garments, And I have stained all My robes.  4 For 

the day of vengeance is in My heart, And the year 

of My redeemed has come.  5 I looked, but there 

was no one to help, And I wondered That there 

was no one to uphold; Therefore My own arm 

brought salvation for Me; And My own fury, it 

sustained Me.  6 I have trodden down the peoples 

in My anger, Made them drunk in My fury, And 

brought down their strength to the earth.”  7 I will 

mention the lovingkindnesses of the LORD And 

the praises of the LORD, According to all that the 

LORD has bestowed on us, And the great 

goodness toward the house of Israel, Which He 

has bestowed on them according to His mercies, 

According to the multitude of His 

lovingkindnesses. 

 

St. Luke 22:1-23:43  
1Now the Feast of Unleavened Bread drew 

near, which is called Passover. 2And the chief 

priests and the scribes sought how they might kill 

Him, for they feared the people. 
3Then Satan entered Judas, surnamed 

Iscariot, who was numbered among the twelve. 
4So he went his way and conferred with the chief 

priests and captains, how he might betray Him to 

them. 5And they were glad, and agreed to give 

him money. 6So he promised and sought 

opportunity to betray Him to them in the absence 

of the multitude. 
7Then came the Day of Unleavened Bread, 

when the Passover must be killed. 8And He sent 

Peter and John, saying, “Go and prepare the 

Passover for us, that we may eat.” 9So they said 

to Him, “Where do You want us to prepare?” 

10And He said to them, “Behold, when you have 

entered the city, a man will meet you carrying a 

pitcher of water; follow him into the house which 

he enters. 11“Then you shall say to the master of 

the house, ‘The Teacher says to you, “Where is 

the guest room where I may eat the Passover with 

My disciples?” ’ 12“Then he will show you a 

large, furnished upper room; there make ready.” 
13So they went and found it just as He had said to 

them, and they prepared the Passover. 
14When the hour had come, He sat down, 

and the twelve apostles with Him. 15Then He said 

to them, “With fervent desire I have desired to eat 

this Passover with you before I suffer; 16“for I say 

to you, I will no longer eat of it until it is fulfilled 

in the kingdom of God.” 17Then He took the cup, 

and gave thanks, and said, “Take this and divide 

it among yourselves; 18“for I say to you, I will not 

drink of the fruit of the vine until the kingdom of 

God comes.” 19And He took bread, gave thanks 

and broke it, and gave it to them, saying, “This is 

My body which is given for you; do this in 

remembrance of Me.” 20Likewise He also took 

the cup after supper, saying, “This cup is the new 

covenant in My blood, which is shed for you. 
21“But behold, the hand of My betrayer is with 

Me on the table. 22“And truly the Son of Man 

goes as it has been determined, but woe to that 

man by whom He is betrayed!” 23Then they 

began to question among themselves, which of 

them it was who would do this thing. 
24Now there was also a dispute among them, 

as to which of them should be considered the 

greatest. 25And He said to them, “The kings of 

the Gentiles exercise lordship over them, and 

those who exercise authority over them are called 

‘benefactors.’ 26“But not so among you; on the 

contrary, he who is greatest among you, let him 

be as the younger, and he who governs as he who 

serves. 27“For who is greater, he who sits at the 

table, or he who serves? Is it not he who sits at 

the table? Yet I am among you as the One who 

serves. 28“But you are those who have continued 

with Me in My trials. 29“And I bestow upon you a 

kingdom, just as My Father bestowed one upon 

Me, 30“that you may eat and drink at My table in 

My kingdom, and sit on thrones judging the 

twelve tribes of Israel.” 
31And the Lord said, “Simon, Simon! Indeed, 

Satan has asked for you, that he may sift you as 

wheat. 32“But I have prayed for you, that your 

faith should not fail; and when you have returned 

to Me, strengthen your brethren.” 33But he said to  

  

(From Judica through Holy Saturday the Gloria Patri is omitted.) 



Him, “Lord, I am ready to go with You, both to 

prison and to death.” 34Then He said, “I tell you, 

Peter, the rooster shall not crow this day before 

you will deny three times that you know Me.” 
35And He said to them, “When I sent you 

without money bag, knapsack, and sandals, did 

you lack anything?” So they said, “Nothing.” 
36Then He said to them, “But now, he who has a 

money bag, let him take it, and likewise a 

knapsack; and he who has no sword, let him sell 

his garment and buy one. 37“For I say to you that 

this which is written must still be accomplished 

in Me: ‘And He was numbered with the 

transgressors.’ For the things concerning Me 

have an end.” 38So they said, “Lord, look, here 

are two swords.” And He said to them, “It is 

enough.” 
39Coming out, He went to the Mount of 

Olives, as He was accustomed, and His disciples 

also followed Him. 40When He came to the place, 

He said to them, “Pray that you may not enter 

into temptation.” 41And He was withdrawn from 

them about a stone’s throw, and He knelt down 

and prayed, 42saying, “Father, if it is Your will, 

take this cup away from Me; nevertheless not My 

will, but Yours, be done.” 43Then an angel 

appeared to Him from heaven, strengthening 

Him. 44And being in agony, He prayed more 

earnestly. Then His sweat became like great 

drops of blood falling down to the ground. 
45When He rose up from prayer, and had come to 

His disciples, He found them sleeping from 

sorrow. 46Then He said to them, “Why do you 

sleep? Rise and pray, lest you enter into 

temptation.” 
47And while He was still speaking, behold, a 

multitude; and he who was called Judas, one of 

the twelve, went before them and drew near to 

Jesus to kiss Him. 48But Jesus said to him, 

“Judas, are you betraying the Son of Man with a 

kiss?” 49When those around Him saw what was 

going to happen, they said to Him, “Lord, shall 

we strike with the sword?” 50And one of them 

struck the servant of the high priest and cut off 

his right ear. 51But Jesus answered and said, 

“Permit even this.” And He touched his ear and 

healed him. 52Then Jesus said to the chief priests, 

captains of the temple, and the elders who had 

come to Him, “Have you come out, as against a 

robber, with swords and clubs? 53“When I was 

with you daily in the temple, you did not try to 

seize Me. But this is your hour, and the power of 

darkness.” 
54Having arrested Him, they led Him and 

brought Him into the high priest’s house. But 

Peter followed at a distance. 55Now when they 

had kindled a fire in the midst of the courtyard 

and sat down together, Peter sat among them. 
56And a certain servant girl, seeing him as he sat 

by the fire, looked intently at him and said, “This 

man was also with Him.” 57But he denied Him, 

saying, “Woman, I do not know Him.” 58And 

after a little while another saw him and said, 

“You also are of them.” But Peter said, “Man, I 

am not!” 59Then after about an hour had passed, 

another confidently affirmed, saying, “Surely this 

fellow also was with Him, for he is a Galilean.” 
60But Peter said, “Man, I do not know what you 

are saying!” Immediately, while he was still 

speaking, the rooster crowed. 61And the Lord 

turned and looked at Peter. And Peter 

remembered the word of the Lord, how He had 

said to him, “Before the rooster crows, you will 

deny Me three times.” 62So Peter went out and 

wept bitterly. 
63Now the men who held Jesus mocked Him 

and beat Him. 64And having blindfolded Him, 

they struck Him on the face and asked Him, 

saying, “Prophesy! Who is the one who struck 

You?” 65And many other things they 

blasphemously spoke against Him. 
66As soon as it was day, the elders of the 

people, both chief priests and scribes, came 

together and led Him into their council, saying, 
67“If You are the Christ, tell us.” But He said to 

them, “If I tell you, you will by no means believe. 
68“And if I also ask you, you will by no means 

answer Me or let Me go. 69“Hereafter the Son of 

Man will sit on the right hand of the power of 

God.” 70Then they all said, “Are You then the 

Son of God?” So He said to them, “You rightly 

say that I am.” 71And they said, “What further 

testimony do we need? For we have heard it 

ourselves from His own mouth.” 

Chapter 23  
1Then the whole multitude of them arose 

and led Him to Pilate. 2And they began to accuse 

Him, saying, “We found this fellow perverting 

the nation, and forbidding to pay taxes to Caesar, 

saying that He Himself is Christ, a King.” 

3Then Pilate asked Him, saying, “Are You 

the King of the Jews?” He answered him and 

said, “It is as you say.” 4So Pilate said to the 

chief priests and the crowd, “I find no fault in this 

Man.” 5But they were the more fierce, saying, 

“He stirs up the people, teaching throughout all 

Judea, beginning from Galilee to this place.” 
6When Pilate heard of Galilee, he asked if 

the Man were a Galilean. 7And as soon as he 

knew that He belonged to Herod’s jurisdiction, he 

sent Him to Herod, who was also in Jerusalem at 

that time. 8Now when Herod saw Jesus, he was 

exceedingly glad; for he had desired for a long 

time to see Him, because he had heard many 

things about Him, and he hoped to see some 

miracle done by Him. 9Then he questioned Him 

with many words, but He answered him nothing. 
10And the chief priests and scribes stood and 

vehemently accused Him. 11Then Herod, with his 

men of war, treated Him with contempt and 

mocked Him, arrayed Him in a gorgeous robe, 

and sent Him back to Pilate. 12That very day 

Pilate and Herod became friends with each other, 

for previously they had been at enmity with each 

other. 
13Then Pilate, when he had called together 

the chief priests, the rulers, and the people, 14said 

to them, “You have brought this Man to me, as 

one who misleads the people. And indeed, having 

examined Him in your presence, I have found no 

fault in this Man concerning those things of 

which you accuse Him; 15“no, neither did Herod, 

for I sent you back to him; and indeed nothing 

deserving of death has been done by Him. 16“I 

will therefore chastise Him and release Him” 
17(for it was necessary for him to release one to 

them at the feast). 18And they all cried out at 

once, saying, “Away with this Man, and release 

to us Barabbas”— 19who had been thrown into 

prison for a certain rebellion made in the city, and 

for murder. 20Pilate, therefore, wishing to release 

Jesus, again called out to them. 21But they 

shouted, saying, “Crucify Him, crucify Him!” 
22Then he said to them the third time, “Why, 

what evil has He done? I have found no reason 

for death in Him. I will therefore chastise Him 

and let Him go.” 23But they were insistent, 

demanding with loud voices that He be crucified. 

And the voices of these men and of the chief 

priests prevailed. 24So Pilate gave sentence that it 

should be as they requested. 25And he released to 

them the one they requested, who for rebellion 

and murder had been thrown into prison; but he 

delivered Jesus to their will. 
26Now as they led Him away, they laid hold of a 

certain man, Simon a Cyrenian, who was coming 

from the country, and on him they laid the cross 

that he might bear it after Jesus. 27And a great 

multitude of the people followed Him, and 

women who also mourned and lamented Him. 
28But Jesus, turning to them, said, “Daughters of 

Jerusalem, do not weep for Me, but weep for 

yourselves and for your children. 29“For indeed 

the days are coming in which they will say, 

‘Blessed are the barren, wombs that never bore, 

and breasts which never nursed!’ 30“Then they 

will begin ‘to say to the mountains, “Fall on us!” 

and to the hills, “Cover us!” ’ 31“For if they do 

these things in the green wood, what will be done 

in the dry?” 32There were also two others, 

criminals, led with Him to be put to death. 33And 

when they had come to the place called Calvary, 

there they crucified Him, and the criminals, one 

on the right hand and the other on the left. 34Then 

Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not 

know what they do.” And they divided His 

garments and cast lots. 35And the people stood 

looking on. But even the rulers with them 

sneered, saying, “He saved others; let Him save 

Himself if He is the Christ, the chosen of God.” 
36The soldiers also mocked Him, coming and 

offering Him sour wine, 37and saying, “If You are 

the King of the Jews, save Yourself.” 38And an 

inscription also was written over Him in letters of 

Greek, Latin, and Hebrew: THIS IS THE KING 

OF THE JEWS. 39Then one of the criminals who 

were hanged blasphemed Him, saying, “If You 

are the Christ, save Yourself and us.” 40But the 

other, answering, rebuked him, saying, “Do you 

not even fear God, seeing you are under the same 

condemnation? 41“And we indeed justly, for we 

receive the due reward of our deeds; but this Man 

has done nothing wrong.” 42Then he said to Jesus, 

“Lord, remember me when You come into Your 

kingdom.” 43And Jesus said to him, “Assuredly, I 

say to you, today you will be with Me in 

Paradise. 

  



Offertory 

Hear my prayer, | 

O | Lord,  

And let my cry | come | to | You. 

Do not hide Your face | from | me 

in the day of | my | trou- | ble;  

Incline Your ear | to | me;  

In the day that I call, answer me | spee- | di- | ly.  (Psalm 102:1-2) 

  

Secret 
Accept, O Lord, we beseech thee, the thank offerings we have made, and mercifully 

grant that we may receive, with pious sentiments, what we celebrate in the mystery 

of the Passion of our Lord;  through the same Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  AMEN.  

 

Communion 

For I have eaten ashes | like | bread,  

And mingled my drink | with | weep- | ing, 

Because of Your indignation and | Your | wrath;  

For You have lifted me up and cast | me | a- | way. 

My days are like a shadow that | leng- | thens,  

And I wither a- | way | like | grass. 

But You, O Lord, shall endure for- | ev- | er,  

And the remembrance of Your name to all ge- | ne- | ra- | tions. 

You will arise and have mercy on | Zi- | on;  

For the time to favor her, Yes, the set | time, | has | come.   (Psalm 

102:9-13)  
 

Postcommunion Prayer 
Grant to our mind, almighty God, that by the temporal death of Your Son, 

re-presented in these adorable mysteries, we may trust that You have given 

to us eternal life; through the same Lord Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  AMEN.  

 

Prayer over the people 
Let us pray:  Bow down your heads before God. 
   Look down, we beseech You, O Lord, on this Your family, for which our Lord 

Jesus Christ was contented to be betrayed and to be delivered into the hands of 

wicked men, and to suffer the torment of the cross; who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  AMEN.  

 

 

 

O LORD JESUS CHRIST, we adore Thy love and praise Thy 

compassion; we bless Thee for Thy bonds and stripes, for Thy crown 

of thorns and painful cross, for Thy bitter agony and death. We bless 

Thee that Thou, who knewest no sin, wast made sin for us, that we 

might be made the righteousness of God in Thee. May the 

contemplation of Thy holy Passion give us an abiding sense of our 

own unworthiness and of Thy surpassing grace, that, being distressed 

by our sin, we may be comforted by Thy merit. 

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the 

world, do not forsake us in adversity and distress and in the hour of 

death, but have mercy upon us evermore, and grant us Thy peace. As 

Thou hast loved us, even so may we, withdrawing our affections from 

the world and the things that are in the world, love Thee alone. As we 

have made Thee to serve by our sin, do Thou strengthen us by Thy 

grace in every conflict and temptation, that henceforth we may strive 

to sin no more. As Thou hast left us an example, may we ever follow 

Thy footsteps. Grant that, looking unto Thee, the Author and Finisher 

of our faith, we may run with patience the race that is set before us 

and hereafter obtain the end of our faith, even the salvation of our 

souls, and praise and glorify Thee for Thine unspeakable love, forever 

and ever. 
 

St. Luke presents a soap-opera-like story line that 

moves one way and then another.  The chief priests 

and scribes are seeking to kill Jesus, but they are 

restrained from acting lest the common people revolt.  

Then Judas comes forward and is willing to betray Jesus away from the 

crowds.  In secrecy the Passover is prepared and Jesus is lovingly celebrating 

with his Apostles.  Then, the disciples disturb the meal with an argument over 

who is the greatest and Peter is told he will disown Jesus. 

   The story line goes back and forth.  Though at first glance it appears that 

this chain of events is simply the response and strategy of sinful humans vying 

for the imposition of their own will, St. Luke lets us know that the passion of 

Jesus Christ is a cosmic struggle.  There are players in this account that cannot 

be seen.  There is more here than meets the eye. 
 

 

General Prayer p.18-19 

Holy 

Wednesday 



TODAY -Holy Wednesday Communion, 10:30 AM 

-Holy Wednesday Tenebrae Prayer Service, 3:00 PM  

-Learn-by-Heart/Catechetical Service, 6:30 PM 

 

THURSDAY  -Maundy Thursday Tenebrae Service, 3 PM 
          -Maundy Thursday Holy Communion, 7:00 PM 

FRIDAY  -Good Friday Tenebrae Prayer Service, 3:00 PM 

     -Good Friday Holy Communion, 7:00 PM 

SATURDAY -Full Matins, 10:00 AM 

                -The Great Vigil of Easter (Sat. night), 7:00-10:00 PM 

EASTER SUNDAY -The Resurrection of Our Lord,   

Matins, 7 AM  

  Easter Breakfast, 8:00 AM, Sunday School, 9:00 AM 

  -Divine Service, Holy Communion, 10:15 AM 

 

 

Saturday, March 30, 7:00 to 10:00 PM 

   Make plans now to attend the Great Easter Vigil on 

the Saturday evening before Easter.  

 The Service of Light.—The congregation begins 

outside the church, is gathered around a fire where the Paschal 

candle is prepared, and then processes with candles burning.   

 The Service of Readings (from which we get the name “vigil”)—12 

readings each followed by the chanting of a psalm and a prayer.  

 The Service of the Remembrance of Holy Baptism 

 The Service of Holy Communion – lights are turned on, bells are 

rung, the Alleluia returns with abundance.   
Though a longer service than we are accustomed, not nearly the all night 
vigils of the early Christians (Acts 20:7-12).  Come and relax.  Without 
rushing we will recall the history of God’s people and rejoice in the 
fulfillment of all Scripture in Christ Jesus and His resurrection.  
 

 

 

Trinity Lutheran Church observes the 

Scriptural practice (Eph 4:3, 2 John 1:10-11) of 

communing only with those for whom their 

public profession of faith (congregational 

membership) is in agreement with God’s Word and the correct 

exposition of Holy Scripture as found in the Book of Concord (1580).  

All who desire to receive Christ’s Body and Blood for the forgiveness 

of sins are asked to speak with Pastor Henson before coming 

forward to commune.  

      Trinity Lutheran Church is served by pastors who are members of 

the Evangelical Lutheran Diocese of North America(Eldona.org).   

--Those who are members of Eldona-affiliated congregations are 

welcome to commune after announcing to Pastor Henson.  

--Those who are not members of Eldona-affiliated congregations will 

need to set up an appointment with Pastor Henson to discuss their 

public church membership.   

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at Trinity Lutheran Church in the 

confession and glad confidence that, as He says, our Lord gives into 

our mouths not only bread and wine but His very body and blood to 

eat and to drink for the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our 

union with Him and with one another.  Our Lord invites to His 

table those who trust His words, repent of all sin, and set aside any 

refusal to forgive and love as He forgives and loves us, that they may 

show forth his death until He comes.   

Those who are not yet invited to receive the Sacrament are 

encouraged to meditate on God’s Word in the distribution hymns 

and pray for the day when our divisions will have ceased. 

 
 

The Lord’s 
Supper 

Before the Holy Communion 7. 

LORD, I am not worthy that Thou shouldst come under my roof, for it is 

desolate and ruinous, neither wilt Thou find within me place to lay Thy 

head; but since Thou hast not disdained to recline in a stable with the brute 

beasts, nor disdained to be the guest of Simon the Leper, neither hast 

spurned the woman, who like me, was a great sinner, nor abhorred the 

washing of her tears: So deign, O Lord, to receive me, the chief of sinners, 

to the participation of This immaculate and life-giving sacrament. Amen. 

(Oremus, 1925, p.142). 

 

Weekly 
Calendar 

Easter 
Vigil 



 

The Luther Bible 1534: Revelation 13 – The Beast from the Sea, #968 

 


