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Exodus 19 

At Mount Sinai 

Chapter 19  
1In the third month 

after the children of Israel 

had gone out of the land of 

Egypt, on the same day, 

they came to the Wilderness 

of Sinai. 2For they had 

departed from Rephidim, 

had come to the Wilderness 

of Sinai, and camped in the 

wilderness. So Israel 

camped there before the 

mountain.  

 
3And Moses went up to 

God, and the Lord called to 

him from the mountain, saying, 

“Thus you shall say to the 

house of Jacob, and tell the 

children of Israel:  
4‘You have seen what I did 

to the Egyptians, and how I 

bore you on eagles’ wings and 

brought you to Myself. 5‘Now 

therefore, if you will indeed 

obey My voice and keep My 

covenant, then you shall be a 

special treasure ( ה  to ( סְגֻלָּ

Me above all people; for all the 

earth is Mine. 6‘And you shall 

be to Me a kingdom of priests 

and a holy nation.’ These are 

the words which you shall 

speak to the children of Israel.” 

FIRST TRIP UP the Mountain 
Genesis 17:6, “I will make you exceedingly fruitful; and I will 

make nations of you, and kings shall come from you.” 

Genesis 35:11, “Also God said to him: “I am God Almighty. Be 

fruitful and multiply; a nation and a company of nations shall proceed 

from you, and kings shall come from your body. 

Malachi 3:17, “They shall be Mine,” says the Lord of hosts, 

“On the day that I make them My jewels (סְגֻלָּה).  And I will 

spare them As a man spares his own son who serves him.”” 

Titus 2:14, “who gave Himself for us, that He might redeem 

us from every lawless deed and purify for Himself His own 

special people (λαὸν περιούσιον ), zealous for good works. 

1 Peter 2:4-5; 9-10, “Coming to Him as to a living stone, 

rejected indeed by men, but chosen by God and precious, 5you 

also, as living stones, are being built up a spiritual house, a holy 

priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God 

through Jesus Christ….  9But you are a chosen generation, a 

royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own special people, (λαὸς 

εἰς περιποίησιν ) that you may proclaim the praises of Him who 

called you out of darkness into His marvelous light; 10who once 

were not a people but are now the people of God, who had not 

obtained mercy but now have obtained mercy. 

Psalm 135:4, “For the Lord has chosen Jacob for Himself, 

Israel for His special treasure (תֹו  ”.( ל  סְגֻלָּ

7So Moses came and called for the elders of the 

people, and laid before them all these words which the 

Lord commanded him.  
8Then all the people answered together and said, 

“All that the Lord has spoken we will do.”  
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So Moses brought back the words of the people to the 

Lord.  
9And the Lord said to Moses, “Behold, I come to you in 

the thick cloud, that the people may hear when I speak with 

you, and believe you forever.” So Moses told the words of 

the people to the Lord.  

10Then the Lord said to Moses, “Go to the people and 

consecrate them today and tomorrow, (1) and let them 

wash their clothes. 11“And let them be ready for the third 

day. For on the third day the Lord will come down upon 

Mount Sinai in the sight of all the people.  
12 (2) “You shall set bounds for the people all around, saying, ‘Take heed to yourselves 

that you do not go up to the mountain or touch its base. Whoever touches the mountain shall 

surely be put to death. 13‘Not a hand shall touch him, but he shall surely be stoned or shot with 

an arrow; whether man or beast, he shall not live.’  

When the trumpet (Shophar) sounds long, they shall come near the mountain.” 
14So Moses went down from the mountain to the 

people and sanctified the people, and they washed their 

clothes. 15And he said to the people, “Be ready for the 

third day; (3) do not come near your wives.” 

 

16Then it came 

to pass on the third 

day, in the morning, 

that there were 

thunderings and 

lightnings, and a 

thick cloud on the 

mountain; and the 

sound of the 

trumpet was very 

loud, so that all the 

people who were in 

the camp trembled.  

 
17And Moses brought the people out of the camp to meet with God, and they stood at the 

foot of the mountain. 18Now Mount Sinai was completely in smoke, because the Lord 

descended upon it in fire. Its smoke ascended like the smoke of a furnace, and the whole 

mountain quaked greatly.  
 

  

SECOND TRIP up 

the mountain 

THE THIRD DAY 
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19And when the blast of the trumpet sounded long and 

became louder and louder, Moses spoke,  

and God answered him by voice.  
20Then the Lord came down upon Mount Sinai, on the top 

of the mountain. 

ORDER OF EVENTS 
 

1. Moses asked the Lord for 

the words/covenant or 

instructions promised in verse 

5. 

2. God answers Moses by 

speaking aloud the Ten 

Commandments recorded in 

Exodus 20:1-17. 

3. The people tell Moses to 

talk to God in Exodus 20:18-

20  

And the Lord called 

Moses to the top of the 

mountain, and Moses 

went up.  
 

4. THIRD TRIP Moses goes 

up the mountain and receives 

Exodus 20:22-26,and 21:1-

23:33 called the “Book of the 

Covenant” (24:7) 

21And the Lord said to Moses, “Go down and warn 

the people, lest they break through to gaze at the Lord, 

and many of them perish. 22“Also let the priests who 

come near the Lord consecrate themselves, lest the 

Lord break out against them.” 23But Moses said to the 

Lord, “The people cannot come up to Mount Sinai; for 

You warned us, saying, ‘Set bounds around the 

mountain and consecrate it.’ ” 24Then the Lord said to 

him, “Away! Get down and then come up, you and 

Aaron with you. But do not let the priests and the 

people break through to come up to the Lord, lest He 

break out 

against them.” 
25So Moses 

went down to 

the people and 

spoke to them. 
 

5. Moses is sent down to get Aaron 

and others and bring them up (here 

and Ex 24:1-2). 

6. According to Exodus 24:3-4, 

BEFORE they go up, Moses tells the 

people the “Book of Covenant.” 

7. AND Moses builds an altar and 

sprinkles blood on the people Exodus 

24:5-8. 

8. THEN Moses, Aaron, Nabab, 

Abihu and the 70 elders go up 

(Exodus 24:9-11) and come down. 

9. FOURTH TRIP according to 

Exodus 24:12-18 Moses and Joshua 

(32:17) go up to get the tablets of 

stone and stay 40 days. But Moses 

alone “sees” the LORD (24:2).  

  



4 
 

Exodus 19 

1In the third month after the children of Israel had gone out of the land of Egypt, on the same 

day, they came to the Wilderness of Sinai. 2For they had departed from Rephidim, had come to 

the Wilderness of Sinai, and camped in the wilderness. So Israel camped there before the 

mountain. 3And Moses went up to God, and the Lord called to him from the mountain, saying, 

“Thus you shall say to the house of Jacob, and tell the children of Israel: 4‘You have seen what I 

did to the Egyptians, and how I bore you on eagles’ wings and brought you to Myself. 5‘Now 

therefore, if you will indeed obey My voice (   מֹועַ תִשְמְעוּ בְ אִם־ קֹלִישָּ   shma shma bcol) 

and keep My covenant ( ת־  וּ ם אֶּ יבְרִיתִ שְמַרְתֶּ  SHMR Bayith), then you shall be a special 

treasure ( ה  to Me above all people; for all the earth is  (”times meaning “possession 8) (  סְגֻלָּ

Mine. 6‘And you shall be to Me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.’ These are the words 

which you shall speak to the children of Israel.” 

7So Moses came and called for the elders of the people, and laid before them all these words 

which the Lord commanded him. 8Then all the people answered together and said, “All that the 

Lord has spoken we will do.” So Moses brought back the words of the people to the Lord. 9And 

the Lord said to Moses, “Behold, I come to you in the thick cloud, that the people may hear when 

I speak with you, and believe you forever.” So Moses told the words of the people to the Lord. 
10Then the Lord said to Moses, “Go to the people and consecrate them today and tomorrow, 

and let them wash their clothes. 11“And let them be ready for the third day. For on the third day 

the Lord will come down upon Mount Sinai in the sight of all the people. 12“You shall set bounds 

for the people all around, saying, ‘Take heed to yourselves that you do not go up to the mountain 

or touch its base. Whoever touches the mountain shall surely be put to death. 13‘Not a hand shall 

touch him, but he shall surely be stoned or shot with an arrow; whether man or beast, he shall 

not live.’ When the trumpet sounds long, they shall come near the mountain.” 
14So Moses went down from the mountain to the people and sanctified the people, and they 

washed their clothes. 15And he said to the people, “Be ready for the third day; do not come near 

your wives.” 
16Then it came to pass on the third day, in the morning, that there were thunderings and lightnings, 

and a thick cloud on the mountain; and the sound of the trumpet was very loud, so that all the people who 

were in the camp trembled. 17And Moses brought the people out of the camp to meet with God, and they 

stood at the foot of the mountain. 18Now Mount Sinai was completely in smoke, because the Lord 

descended upon it in fire. Its smoke ascended like the smoke of a furnace, and the whole mountain quaked 

greatly. 19And when the blast of the trumpet sounded long and became louder and louder, Moses spoke, 

and God answered him by voice. 20Then the Lord came down upon Mount Sinai, on the top of the 

mountain. And the Lord called Moses to the top of the mountain, and Moses went up. 21And the Lord said 

to Moses, “Go down and warn the people, lest they break through to gaze at the Lord, and many of them 

perish. 22“Also let the priests who come near the Lord consecrate themselves, lest the Lord break out 

against them.” 23But Moses said to the Lord, “The people cannot come up to Mount Sinai; for You 

warned us, saying, ‘Set bounds around the mountain and consecrate it.’ ” 24Then the Lord said to him, 

“Away! Get down and then come up, you and Aaron with you. But do not let the priests and the people 

break through to come up to the Lord, lest He break out against them.” 25So Moses went down to the 

people and spoke to them. 

 


