Catechesis for Trinity 6 July 23, 2025

Lutheran The Formula of Concord, Epitome
Confessions I1L. OF THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF FAITH
BEFORE GOD.

1. Against both the errors just recounted, we unanimously believe,
teach, and confess that Christ is our Righteousness neither according to the
divine nature alone nor according to the human nature alone, but that it is
the entire Christ according to both natures, in His obedience alone, which
as God and man He rendered to the Father even unto death, and thereby
merited for us the forgiveness of sins and eternal life, as it is written: As by
one man’s disobedience many were made sinners, so by the obedience of
One shall many be made righteous, Rom. 5, 19.

2. Accordingly, we believe, teach, and confess that our righteousness
before God is [this very thing], that God forgives us our sins out of pure
grace, without any work, merit, or worthiness of ours preceding, present, or
following, that He presents and imputes to us the righteousness of Christ’s

obedience, on account of which righteousness we are received into grace by

God, and regarded as righteous.

3. We believe, teach, and confess that faith alone is the means and
instrument whereby we lay hold of Christ, and thus in Christ of that
righteousness which avails before God, for whose sake this faith is imputed
to us for righteousness, Rom. 4, 5.

4. We believe, teach, and confess that this faith is not a bare knowledge
of the history of Christ, but such a gift of God by which we come to the
right knowledge of Christ as our Redeemer in the Word of the Gospel, and
trust in Him that for the sake of His obedience alone we have, by grace,
the forgiveness of sins, are regarded as holy and righteous before God the
Father, and eternally saved.

5. We believe, teach, and confess that according to the usage of Holy
Scripture the word justify means in this article, to absolve, that is, to declare
free from sins. Prov. 17, 15: He that justifieth the wicked, and he that

condemneth the righteous, even they both are abomination to the Lord. Also

Rom. 8, 33: Who shall lay anything to the charge of God'’s elect? It is God
that justifieth.

(Bente, F., Concordia Triglotta, Milwaukee, Wisconsin: Northwestern
Publishing House, 1997).

These questions have been put together to

Putitinto Practice help you as you extend and apply tonight’s

Scripture to your life.

Prayer

Lord of all power and might, the Author and Giver of all good things, graft
into our hearts the love of Your name, increase in us true religion, nourish us
with all goodness, and of Your great mercy keep us in the same; through Jesus
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with the Father and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. AMEN (Collect for Trinity 6)

Word of God: St. Matthew 5:17-26 (on back)

Questions to Ponder in Prayer
1. Note: Here the term “Law and the Prophets”(v.17), and “Law”(v.18), and
later “commandments”(v.19) refer to the Holy Scriptures (not works God
directs man to do: Law as opposed to Gospel).
2. Why did Jesus come to us (that is take on human flesh)?
A. To abolish the Scriptures(Law and Gospel)?
B. To fulfill the Scriptures(Law and Gospel)?
3. How important are these commandments(Law and Gospel)?
A. Should a believer set aside the “least of these commandments,” and
teach others to do the same, what is the declaration?
B. Should a believer practice and teach God’s Word, what is the
declaration?
4. When we speak of OUR self-made righteousness, how good do we have
to be? (See James 2:10, Ecclesiastes 7:20, Matthew 22:37-39)
5. When Jesus preaches the law, does He make it doable?
A. 5" Commandment(v. 21-23)
B. Summary of commandments 4 through 10(v. 24-24) Matthew 22:39,
6. How then are we saved? Answer: Jesus fulfilled the Holy Scriptures.
A. Jesus perfectly kept the Law in our place (Active obedience). See
Romans 5:19.
B. Jesus died to take our punishment(Passive obedience). See 1 Cor 15:3
C. Jesus fulfilled all the Gospel promises of a Savior. See 2 Cor 1:20.
7. How are our matters settled before God?
A. Our adversary was God! He settled things by His Son. See Romans
5:6-10
B. We believe that God’s settlement is true. See Romans 10:4
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Catechesis on St. Matthew 5:17-26

17¢Do not think that I came to destroy the Law or the
Prophets. I did not come to destroy but to fulfill. '8 “For
assuredly, I say to you, till heaven and earth pass away,
one jot or one tittle will by no means pass from the law till
all is fulfilled. !° “Whoever therefore breaks one of the
least of these commandments, and teaches men so, shall
be called least in the kingdom of heaven; but whoever
does and teaches them, he shall be called great in the
kingdom of heaven. 2’ “For I say to you, that unless your
righteousness exceeds the righteousness of the scribes and
Pharisees, you will by no means enter the kingdom of
heaven.

21“You have heard that it was said to those of old,
‘You shall not murder, and whoever murders will be in
danger of the judgment.’ 22 “But I say to you that whoever
is angry with his brother without a cause shall be in
danger of the judgment. And whoever says to his brother,
‘Raca!’ shall be in danger of the council. But whoever
says, ‘You fool!” shall be in danger of hell fire.

2 “Therefore if you bring your gift to the altar, and
there remember that your brother has something against
you, **“leave your gift there before the altar, and go your
way. First be reconciled to your brother, and then come
and offer your gift.

25 “Agree with your adversary quickly, while you are
on the way with him, lest your adversary deliver you to
the judge, the judge hand you over to the officer, and you
be thrown into prison. 2 “Assuredly, I say to you, you will
by no means get out of there till you have paid the last
penny. (NKJV)

Scribal and Pharisaical Righteousness

“Let us, therefore, in all our encomiums upon works and in the
preaching of the Law retain this rule: that the Law is not
observed without Christ. As He Himself has said: Without Me
ve can do nothing. Likewise that: Without faith it is impossible
to please God, Heb. 11, 6. For it is very certain that the doctrine
of the Law is not intended to remove the Gospel, and to remove
Christ as Propitiator. And let the Pharisees, our adversaries,
be cursed, who so interpret the Law as to ascribe the glory

of Christ to works, namely, that they are a propitiation, that
they merit the remission of sins. It follows, therefore, that works
are always thus praised, namely, that they are pleasing on
account of faith, as works do not please without Christ as
Propitiator (Ap IV III 148)

Pharisees Sent back to the Law

“And human wisdom gazes at the Law, and seeks in it
justification. Accordingly, also the scholastic doctors, great and
talented men, proclaim this as the highest work of the Law, and
ascribe to this work justification. But deceived by human
wisdom, they did not look upon the uncovered, but upon the
veiled face of Moses, just as the Pharisees, philosophers,
Mahometans. 109] But we preach the foolishness of the Gospel,
in which another righteousness is revealed namely, that for the
sake of Christ, as Propitiator, we are accounted righteous, when
we believe that for Christ’s sake God has been reconciled to us.’
Ap IV 111 108-109).

“7. As to the revelation of sin, because the veil of Moses
hangs before the eyes of all men as long as they hear the bare
preaching of the Law, and nothing concerning Christ, and
therefore do not learn from the Law to perceive their sins
aright, but either become presumptuous hypocrites [who
swell with the opinion of their own righteousness] as the
Pharisees, or despair like Judas, Christ takes the Law into His
hands, and explains it spiritually, Matt. 5, 21ff ; Rom. 7, 14.
And thus the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all
sinners [Rom. 1, 18], how great it is; by this means they are
directed [sent back] to the Law, and then first learn from it to
know aright their sins—a knowledge which Moses never
could have forced out of them” (FC SD V 8).

“...but it is their own fault, as they have heard the Word in
such a manner as not to learn, but only to despise, blaspheme,
and disgrace it, and have resisted the Holy Ghost, who through
the Word wished to work in them, as was the case at the time
of Christ with the Pharisees and their adherents” (FC Ep XI
78).

“[When there were such, I say,] These did not need
repentance. For of what would they repent, since they had not
indulged wicked thoughts? What would they confess
[concerning words not uttered], since they had avoided words?
For what should they render satisfaction, since they were so
guiltless of any deed that they could even sell their superfluous
righteousness to other poor sinners? Such saints were also the
Pharisees and scribes in the time of Christ” (SA III III 29).
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