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Numbers 12 
11:35 From Kibroth Hattaavah the people 

moved to Hazeroth, and camped at Hazeroth. 

 

Chapter 12  

1Then Miriam and Aaron spoke against 

Moses because of the Ethiopian woman whom he 

had married; for he had married an Ethiopian 

woman.  

2So they said, “Has the Lord indeed spoken 

only through Moses? Has He not spoken through 

us also?”  

And the Lord heard it.  

 

3(Now the man Moses was very humble, 

more than all men who were on the face of the 

earth.)  
 

 

 

 

Miriam, the instigator is prophetess 

above all the women (Ex 15:20) 

Aaron, high priest with Urim and 

Thummim (Ex 28:30) 

 

The occasion for complaint: 

Zipporah must have died and Moses 

married a second wife.   

Exodus 34:15-16 speaks of 

marrying Canaanites. 

 

The issue: Moses’ exalted position 

(Dt 34:10) 

 

Meekness of Moses: 

We make a distinction between 

attacks upon one’s person and one’s 

office.  

Jesus did not defend himself against 

false attacks upon His person, but 

does stand up for His office. (John 

8:48-51) 

 

4Suddenly the Lord said to Moses, Aaron, 

and Miriam, “Come out, you three, to the 

tabernacle of meeting!” So the three came out. 

5Then the Lord came down in the pillar of cloud 

and stood in the door of the tabernacle, and called 

Aaron and Miriam. And they both went forward.  

6Then He said, “Hear now My words:  

If there is a prophet among you,  

I, the Lord, make Myself known to him in a 

vision;  

I speak to him in a dream. 

7     Not so with My servant Moses;  

He is faithful in all My house. 

8     I speak with him face to face,  

Even plainly, and not in dark sayings;  

And he sees the form of the Lord.  

Why then were you not afraid  

To speak against My servant Moses?” 

God acknowledges Moses pre-

eminent position above all other 

prophets. 

 

(Note: it is not until Numbers 20 

that we have Moses’ error of 

doubting God’s help.) 

 

 

v.7 “in all my house” 

Heb 3:6 “but Christ as a Son over 

His own house, whose house we are 

if we hold fast the confidence and 

the rejoicing of the hope firm to the 

end.” 

 

v.8 “face to face” (Ex 33:11) 

v.8 “he sees the form of the Lord.” 

(not the essential nature of God, 

that is His unveiled glory, which no 

man can see Ex 33:18) 
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9So the anger of the Lord was aroused 

against them, and He departed.  
  

10And when the cloud departed from above 

the tabernacle, suddenly Miriam became leprous, 

as white as snow. Then Aaron turned toward 

Miriam, and there she was, a leper.  

11So Aaron said to Moses, “Oh, my lord! 

Please do not lay this sin on us, in which we have 

done foolishly and in which we have sinned. 

12Please do not let her be as one dead, whose 

flesh is half consumed when he comes out of his 

mother’s womb!”  

13So Moses cried out to the Lord, saying, 

“Please heal her, O God, I pray!” 

14Then the Lord said to Moses, “If her 

father had but spit in her face, would she not be 

shamed seven days? Let her be shut out of the 

camp seven days, and afterward she may be 

received again.”  

15So Miriam was shut out of the camp 

seven days, and the people did not journey till 

Miriam was brought in again. 16And afterward the 

people moved from Hazeroth and camped in the 

Wilderness of Paran. 
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Numbers 12 (NKJV) 
Chapter 12  

1Then Miriam and Aaron spoke against Moses because of the Ethiopian woman whom 

he had married; for he had married an Ethiopian woman. 2So they said, “Has the Lord indeed 

spoken only through Moses? Has He not spoken through us also?” And the Lord heard it. 3(Now 

the man Moses was very humble, more than all men who were on the face of the earth.) 

4Suddenly the Lord said to Moses, Aaron, and Miriam, “Come out, you three, to the tabernacle 

of meeting!” So the three came out. 5Then the Lord came down in the pillar of cloud and stood 

in the door of the tabernacle, and called Aaron and Miriam. And they both went forward. 6Then 

He said, “Hear now My words:  

If there is a prophet among you,  

I, the Lord, make Myself known to him in a vision;  

I speak to him in a dream. 

7     Not so with My servant Moses;  

He is faithful in all My house. 

8     I speak with him face to face,  

Even plainly, and not in dark sayings;  

And he sees the form of the Lord.  

Why then were you not afraid  

To speak against My servant Moses?” 

9So the anger of the Lord was aroused against them, and He departed. 10And when the 

cloud departed from above the tabernacle, suddenly Miriam became leprous, as white as snow. 

Then Aaron turned toward Miriam, and there she was, a leper. 11So Aaron said to Moses, “Oh, 

my lord! Please do not lay this sin on us, in which we have done foolishly and in which we have 

sinned. 12“Please do not let her be as one dead, whose flesh is half consumed when he comes out 

of his mother’s womb!” 13So Moses cried out to the Lord, saying, “Please heal her, O God, I 

pray!” 

14Then the Lord said to Moses, “If her father had but spit in her face, would she not be 

shamed seven days? Let her be shut out of the camp seven days, and afterward she may be 

received again.” 15So Miriam was shut out of the camp seven days, and the people did not 

journey till Miriam was brought in again. 16And afterward the people moved from Hazeroth and 

camped in the Wilderness of Paran. 

 


