Responsive Prayer for Catechesis

L. Holy God, holy and most gracious Father,
C. have mercy and hear us.

1. The Ten Commandments Preach Repentance

Thou shalt have no other gods before me.

Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord, thy God, in vain.

Thou shalt sanctify the holy-day.

Thou shalt honor thy father and thy mother, that it may be well
with thee, and thou mayest live long on the earth.

Thou shalt not kill.

Thou shalt not commit adultery.

Thou shalt not steal.

Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbor.

Thou shalt not covet thy neighbor's house.

Thou shalt not covet thy neighbor's wife, nor his man-servant, nor
his maidservant, nor his cattle, nor anything that is thy
neighbor's.

He says thus: I the Lord, thy God, am a jealous God, visiting the
iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the third and
fourth generation of them that hate me, and showing mercy
unto thousands of them that love me and keep my
commandments.

2. The Apostles’ Creed Preaches the Faith

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived
by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; He descended
into hell; the third day He rose again from the dead; He
ascended into heaven, and sitteth at the right hand of God the
Father Almighty, from thence He shall come to judge the quick
and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy Christian Church, the
communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection
of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

3. The Lord’s Prayer Preaches the Holy Life
Our Father who art in heaven,

hallowed be Thy name,

Thy kingdom come,

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass
against us;

and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever
and ever. Amen.

Psalm 128—A4 Song of Ascents.
Psalm Tone VII

Antiphon: BLESS- - ED - || is every one | who | fears | the |
Lord, *
Who | walks | in | His | ways. -
|| 1 Blesseéd is every one | who | fears | the | Lord, *
Who | walks | in | His | ways. -
|| 2 When you eat the la- | bor | of | your | hands, *
You shall be happy, and it shall | be | well | with | you. -
|| 3 Your wife shall be like a fruitful vine in the very |
heart | of | your | house, *
Your children like olive plants all a- | round | your |
ta- | ble. —

|| 4 Behold, thus shall | the | man | be | blessed *
Who | — | fears | the | Lord. -

|| 5 The Lord bless you | out | of | Zi- | on, *
And may you see the good of Jerusalem all the |
days | of | your | life. -



| 6 Yes, may you see your | child- | ren’s | child- | ren. *
Peace be up- | on | Is- | ra- | el! -

GLO- - RY - || be to the Father, | and | to | the | Son: *
and to | the | Ho- | ly | Ghost; -

AS - IT - || was in the begin -ning, (+) is now, and | ev- | er

| shall | be: *
world with- | out | end. | A- | men. -

Antiphon: || Blesséd is every one | who | fears | the | Lord, *
Who | walks | in | His | ways. —

L. The Lord be with you.

C. And with thy spirit.

L. Let us pray.

Various petitions based on the reading just expounded.
--Confession of our sins and sinfulness.
--Requests for things that we now know we need.
--Praise and Thanksgiving for who God is and what He has done.
--The final petition

For Contentment.

Almighty God, our Heavenly Father, Who dost feed the birds and
clothe the flowers, and Who carest for us as a father for his children:
We beseech Thee, graciously guard us against distrust and vain over-
carefulness, and help us, through Thy Holy Spirit, to live to the
hallowing of Thy Name, the coming of Thy Kingdom, and the doing
of Thy Will, so that we may cast all our care on Thee and in
unwavering faith, abide trustingly in Thee; through Jesus Christ, Thy
Son, our Lord. Amen. (ASBH, p.189-190, For Contentment.)

L. Bless we the Lord.
C. Thanks be to God.
L. The Lord bless us, defend us from all evil, and bring us to

everlasting life.
C. Amen.
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Martin Luther on Ecclesiastes 9:9-10

9:9. Enjoy life with the wife whom you love, all the days of your vain life which
He has given you under the sun, because that is your portion in life and in your toil
at which you toil under the sun.

It is as though he were saying: “You will not get any more out of it anyway.”
Thus Paul says in 1 Tim. 6:8: “If we have food and clothing, with these we shall be
content.” But those who are not content with these, but yearn for other things in
addition and torture themselves with indignation over troublesome and painful
things will simply add sorrow to sorrow, vanity to vanity, and in the process
deprive themselves of everything good.

9:10. Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with your might, for there is no
work or thought or knowledge or wisdom in the pit, to which you are going.

This is the second part of the exhortation. In it he opposes those idle men who,
because they see that the world is ungrateful and because they are aware of its
pain, refuse to achieve anything at all or to do any good. Therefore he commands
both, that we should be merry, but in such a way that we do not become idle but
labor in accordance with the command in Gen. 3:17-19. The labor must be present,
but the burdensome and troublesome anxieties must not. One must tire his body
with labor, but one’s heart must be free of anxiety and be content with what is in
the present. Add a third element: Do not afflict your heart with grief because you
see that the world is ungrateful. Now, he says finds deliberately; that is, “do not
pursue your own plans but what lies at hand, what God has commanded and
provided, without any concern about the future.”
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