
Rorate Caeli  “Rain down, You heavens…” December 21, 2025 

    
#4 Art. IV “Justification” of the Apology of the 

Augsburg Confession. 

But we beg every Christian reader to consider for 

God’s sake: If we can be justified before God and 

become Christians through such works, I would like to hear, (and we pray 

all of you to make every effort to reply,) what the difference would be 

between the doctrines of the philosophers and of Christ; if we can obtain 

the remission of sins through such works of ours, what benefit, then, is 

Christ to us? If we can become holy and pious in the sight of God, by 

natural reason and our own good works, what need have we then of the 

blood and death of Christ, or to be born anew through him? as Peter says in 

his first Epistle 1:3. This dangerous error (taught publicly in the schools and 

from the pulpit) has, alas, led even eminent theologians at Lyons, Paris, and 

other places, to recognize no Christian piety or righteousness, but that taught 

in philosophy; although every letter and syllable of Paul teaches differently; 

yet, while this ought reasonably to surprise us, and we could justly deride 

their views, they laugh at us, yea, ridicule Paul himself.  

So greatly has this shameful, abominable error prevailed! I myself heard 

a reputable minister, who did not mention Christ and the Gospel, but 

preached the ethics of Aristotle, (Aristotelis ethicos). Is not such preaching 

puerile and foolish among Christians? If, however, the doctrine of our 

adversaries be true, then are these ethics (ethici,) an invaluable collection of 

sermons, and a fine new bible. For it is not easy for any one to write better 

than Aristotle, with regard to an external, honorable life.  

We see, that some learned men have written books, in which they 

endeavor to show, that the words of Christ and the sayings of Socrates and 

Zeno harmonize beautifully, as if Christ had come to give us good laws and 

commandments, through which to merit the remission of our sins; instead of 

proclaiming to us the grace and peace of God and imparting the Holy Spirit, 

through his own merits and blood.  

Hence, if we receive the doctrine of our adversaries, that we can merit the 

forgiveness of our sins, by the powers of natural reason and our own works, 

we are Aristotelians and not Christians, and there is no difference 

between an honorable Heathen, a Pharisaic, and a Christian life, 

between philosophy and the Gospel. (Henkel Translation, p. 158-159). 

Elder – Cecil Plock (218-3064)  

Organist – LeeAnn Byrne   

Altar Guild – LeeAnn Byrne  

Church Cleaning – Dec 21/28 Byrne, Jan 4/11 Brieschke 

 

The Lord's Supper is being celebrated today.  

Please note that our practice of closed 

communion with those who are in fellowship 

with us—members of congregations of the 

ELDoNA—is not meant to offend, but is the historic practice of the 

Church. It is prompted by love, both for God's Word and for God's 

people.  It does not deny that members of other denominations may be 

Christians.  Rather, it bows the knee to the Bible's deep concern for 

doctrinal truth (Rom. 16:17) and the Bible's witness that doctrinal 

unity (Acts 2:42) is the central issue to the common reception of the 

Sacrament of the Altar.  Therefore, we ask GUESTS desiring to 

commune to speak with the pastor before the service so that he may 

know that you are a member of a congregation in fellowship with 

Trinity Lutheran Church. 
 

 

TODAY -Matins, St. Thomas, Apostle, 8:00 AM 

           -Adult and Child Bible Studies, 9:00 AM 

           -Divine Service-Lord’s Supper, 10:15 AM 

TUESDAY -Divine Service, St. Thorlak, 10:30 AM 

WEDNESDAY -CHRIST’S MASS EVE SERVICE, 7:00 PM 

THURSDAY  -FULL MATINS ON CHRISTMAS DAY, 8:00 AM  

             -CHRIST’S MASS DAY SERVICE, 9:00 AM 

FRIDAY -St. Stephen, First Martyr, no service 

SATURDAY  -Vespers on St. John, Apostle, 7:00 PM 

 

NEXT         -1st SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS/HOLY INNOCENTS  

SUNDAY   -Adult and Child Bible Studies, 9:00 AM 

        -Divine Service-Lord’s Supper, 10:15 AM 

NEXT WEDNESDAY – Divine Service on Eve of the Name of 

Jesus, 7:00 PM 

 

Divine Service  
Augustana Service Book & Hymnal 

   Hymn ………………….  LW #12 

+ Invocation..............……. p.7 

+ Confession/Absolution p.8-9 

+ Introit..................... (insert) 

        [Pastor, then congregation] 

+  Kyrie... p.10 
   Gloria in Excelsis is omitted in Advent 

+ Salutation.................. p.13 

+ Collect of the Day... (insert) 

   Old Testament Reading 

   Epistle 

+ Gradual……..  (insert) 

+ Holy Gospel.............. p.16 

   Nicene Creed………….. p.17 

   ASBH #4 “To Jordan came our   

Lord, the Christ” 

    Sermon 

+ Offertory: "Create in Me…" p.18 

   The Offerings are gathered. 

+ General Prayer……… p.19-20 

   Hymn………………….     LW #239 

+ Exhortation p.21 

 

Lutheran Worship Hymnal 

+  Preface, etc. ..........….. p.144-151 

    Communion Psalm (by cantor)  

    Distribution & Hymns   

     “Mary Went Up to Hill Country” 

(choir)      

      #19, #286, #32 

+ “Lord, now you let …” p.152 

+  Post-Communion Collects p.153 

+ Benedicamus.............. p.154   

+ Benediction.............. p.155 

+ Hymn………………….  #22 

   Announcements    

The Lord’s 
Supper 

Welcome 
to Trinity 

Assistants 

Weekly 
Calendar 



2026 Pecan Fundraiser.—We have 

some extra bags of pecans 

downstairs to sell.  There are plain 

pecans (extra-large halves) at $12.00 and 

cinnamon, chocolate covered, and glazed, all at 

$10.00/bag. Make checks out to “Trinity 

LWMS.” 

 

 

 

 

The 2026 Synod & Colloquium (papers) will be 

Monday-Thursday, June 1-5, 2026 at Salem 

Lutheran Church (Malone, Texas).   

20th Anniversary of ELDONA on June 6, 2026  

(Saturday).  It is also the 140th Anniversary 

of Salem LC.  

The Diocesan Family Camp will be hosted by 

Charity Lutheran Church (Burleson, TX), 

Monday June 8 and continue through Friday, 

June 12, 2026.   

 

 

 
 

Special Prayers 
--Pastoral Office: Bishop, James Heiser, Pastor 

Michael D. Henson, Deacon Gary K. Harroun 

--Eldona Congregations: St. Bartholomew Ev. 

Lutheran Mission (Fort Myers, FL) and St. Luke 

Ev. Lutheran Mission (Ormond Beach, FL) Pr. 

Jerry Dulas 

--Armed forces: Jason Melvin, Blake Darnstaedt.  

--Police officers: Daniel Byrne, Alex Byrne. 

--Shut-ins: Carolyn Westerman; Patty Rametta, 

Violet Kemp, Tom Smith, Chuck & Joyce Mann 

--Students: Tom Weber (Florida State University), 

Luke Phillips (John A. Logan), Colton Weber 

(John A. Logan), and Jessica Gordon (SIU-C, 

Oletha’s granddaughter) 

--Pregnant.— Zane & Begum Kutay Baker, 

Risdon and Clara Melvin (May 25), Adrienne 

Geidel (Preeclampsia, mother and baby, Karin’s 

niece) 

--Helia (Energy IL): Anita Prochaska (hip)  

--Various Needs: Sarah Melvin (back), Heidi 

Bunselmeyer (cancer, Todd Darnstaedt’s sister), 

Belinda Poe (cancer treatment, Shirley’s cousin) 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

  

General Prayer p.18-19 

Trinity Lutheran Church 
1000 North Park Avenue, Herrin, IL 62948, (618) 942-3401 

www.trinityh.org  

Pastor Michael D. Henson · Deacon Gary K. Harroun 

Pr. Henson and Dcn. Harroun are members of the 
 Evangelical Lutheran Diocese of North America (Eldona.org) 

 

Trinity 
News 

2026 ELDoNa Dates 

Illustrated German Bible of 1483 (I:19, Genesis 9:18-29) 

Noah’s Drunkenness and Shem, Ham and Japheth 

 

The Fourth Sunday in Advent 

http://www.trinityh.org/


Isaiah 40:1-8 
1“Comfort, yes, comfort My people!” Says your 

God.2“Speak comfort to Jerusalem, and cry out to her, 

That her warfare is ended, That her iniquity is pardoned; 

For she has received from the LORD’s hand Double for 

all her sins.”3The voice of one crying in the wilderness: 

“Prepare the way of the LORD; Make straight in the 

desert A highway for our God.4Every valley shall be 

exalted And every mountain and hill brought low; The 

crooked places shall be made straight And the rough 

places smooth;5The glory of the LORD shall be revealed, 

And all flesh shall see it together; For the mouth of the 

LORD has spoken.”6The voice said, “Cry out!” And he 

said, “What shall I cry?” “All flesh is grass, And all its 

loveliness is like the flower of the field.7The grass 

withers, the flower fades, Because the breath of the 

LORD blows upon it; Surely the people are grass.8The 

grass withers, the flower fades, But the word of our God 

stands forever.” 

 

Philippians 4:4-7 
4Rejoice in the Lord always. Again I will say, 

rejoice! 5Let your gentleness be known to all men. 

The Lord is at hand. 6Be anxious for nothing, but in 

everything by prayer and supplication, with 

thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to 

God; 7and the peace of God, which surpasses all 

understanding, will guard your hearts and minds 

through Christ Jesus. 

 

John 1:19-28 
19Now this is the testimony of John, when the 

Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask 

him, “Who are you?” 20He confessed, and did not 

deny, but confessed, “I am not the Christ.” 21And 

they asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” He 

said, “I am not.” “Are you the Prophet?” And he 

answered, “No.” 22Then they said to him, “Who are 

you, that we may give an answer to those who sent 

us? What do you say about yourself?” 23He said: “I 

am ‘The voice of one crying in the wilderness: 

“Make straight the way of the LORD,” ’ 
as the prophet Isaiah said.” 24Now those who were 
sent were from the Pharisees. 25And they asked him, 
saying, “Why then do you baptize if you are not the 
Christ, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?” 26John 
answered them, saying, “I baptize with water, but 
there stands One among you whom you do not 
know. 27“It is He who, coming after me, is preferred 
before me, whose sandal strap I am not worthy to 
loose.” 28These things were done in Bethabara 
beyond the Jordan, where John was baptizing. 
  

Communion Psalm:  Ant. Behold, a Virgin shall conceive, and bear a Son:  and his 
name shall be called Emmanuel (Isaiah 7:14).  Psalm 19:1-6 
 



 


