
 Gaudete  “Rejoice…”  December 14, 2025 

    

#3 Art. IV “Justification” of the Apology of the 

Augsburg Confession. 

Here the scholastics have followed the 

philosophers; and when they attempt to define, 

how man is justified before God, they teach only the righteousness 

and piety, of a correct external deportment before the world, and 

of good works, and in addition devise the dream, that human 

reason is able without the aid of the Holy Ghost, to love God 

above all things. For it is true, undoubtedly, that when the human 

heart is at ease and free from trouble and temptation, and does not feel 

the wrath and judgement of God, it may imagine that it loves God 

above all things and does much good and many works for God’s sake; 

but this is mere hypocrisy. Yet in this manner our adversaries have 

taught, that men merit the remission of sins, if they do as much as lies 

in their power; that is, if reason regrets sin, and elicits also a 

willingness to love God. 

Since men are naturally inclined to the idea, that their merits 

and works are of some value in the sight of God, this false 

principle has bought forth innumerable, perverted methods of 

worship in the church: for example, monastic vows, the abuse of 

masses, and the like, without number; new modes of worship being 

constantly devised out of this error. And in order that such confidence 

in our merits and works might be still farther disseminated, they 

impudently maintained, that the Lord God must of necessity give 

grace unto those who do such good works; not indeed, that he is 

compelled, but because this is the order, which God will not 

transgress or alter. 

In these opinions, in this very doctrine, many other gross, 

pernicious errors, and horrid blasphemies against God are embraced 

and hidden; to state all of which now, would require too much time. 

(Henkel Translation, p. 158). 

 

Elder – Cecil Plock (218-3064)  

Organist – LeeAnn Byrne   

Altar Guild – LeeAnn Byrne  

Church Cleaning – Dec 21/28 Byrne, Jan 4/11 Brieschke 

The Lord's Supper is being celebrated today.  

Please note that our practice of closed 

communion with those who are in fellowship 

with us—members of congregations of the 

ELDoNA—is not meant to offend, but is the historic practice of the 

Church. It is prompted by love, both for God's Word and for God's 

people.  It does not deny that members of other denominations may be 

Christians.  Rather, it bows the knee to the Bible's deep concern for 

doctrinal truth (Rom. 16:17) and the Bible's witness that doctrinal 

unity (Acts 2:42) is the central issue to the common reception of the 

Sacrament of the Altar.  Therefore, we ask GUESTS desiring to 

commune to speak with the pastor before the service so that he may 

know that you are a member of a congregation in fellowship with 

Trinity Lutheran Church. 
 

 

TODAY -Choir Practice, 8:00 AM  
           -Adult and Child Bible Studies, 9:00 AM 
           -Divine Service-Lord’s Supper, 10:15 AM 

                             -Ladies’ Christmas Party, 4:00 PM 

WEDNESDAY  -Ember Days Cancelled this week. 

  -Matins for Ember Wednesday, 8:00 AM 

-Learn-by-Heart, 6:30 PM  

-Catechesis Service, 7:00 PM 

FRIDAY  -Matins for Ember Friday, 8:00 AM 

SATURDAY -Vespers for Ember Saturday, 7:00 PM 
 

NEXT  -FOURTH SUNDAY IN ADVENT  

SUNDAY -Matins, St. Thomas, Apostle, 8:00 AM  

-Adult and Child Bible Studies, 9:00 AM 

  -Divine Service-Lord’s Supper, 10:15 AM 

  

 

 

CHRIST’S MASS EVE, DIVINE SERVICE  Wed., December 24, 7 PM 

CHRISTMAS MATINS  Thursday, December 25, 8 AM 

CHRIST’S MASS DAY DIVINE SERVICE  Thu., December 25, 9 AM 

 

    

Divine Service 
Hymn ………………….  LW #14 

  
Augustana Service Book & Hymnal 

+ Invocation..............……. p.7 

+ Confession/Absolution p.8-9 

+ Introit..................... (insert) 

        [Pastor, then congregation] 

+  Kyrie... p.10 
   Gloria in Excelsis is omitted in Advent 

+ Salutation.................. p.13 

+ Collect of the Day... (insert) 

   Old Testament Reading 

   Epistle 

+ Gradual……..  (insert) 

+ Holy Gospel.............. p.16 

   Nicene Creed………….. p.17 

   ASBH #3 “The Only Son from 

Heaven”  

    Sermon 

+ Offertory: "Create in Me…" p.18 

   The Offerings are gathered. 

+ General Prayer……… p.19-20 

   Hymn………………….     LW #238 

+ Exhortation p.21 

 

Lutheran Worship Hymnal 

+  Preface, etc. ..........….. p.144-151 

    Communion Psalm (by cantor)  

    Distribution & Hymns   

      #28, #187, #82  

+ “Lord, now you let …” p.152 

+  Post-Communion Collects p.153 

+ Benedicamus.............. p.154   

+ Benediction.............. p.155              

   Announcements   

The Lord’s 
Supper 

Welcome 
to Trinity 

Weekly 
Calendar 

Assistants 

Upcoming Christmas Services 



2026 Pecan Fundraiser.—We have 
some extra bags of pecans 
downstairs to sell.  There are plain 
pecans (extra-large halves) at $12.00 

and cinnamon, chocolate covered, and glazed, all at 
$10.00/bag. Make checks out to “Trinity LWMS.”  
 

 
 
 

Tom Weber  
75 N. Woodward Ave #1583 
Tallahassee, FL 32313-1583 

 
Jonathan Henson 

Apt. E-78  
750 Gains School Road 
Athens GA 30605 
 

Jessica Gordon 
2954 Highway 14  

     Mulkeytown, IL 62865 
 

Jason Melvin  
340 Cobalt Lane 
Miramar Beach FL 32550 

 
Blake Darnstaedt 
Germany 
 

Special Prayers 
--Pastoral Office: Bishop, James Heiser, Pastor 

Michael D. Henson, Deacon Gary K. Harroun 

--Eldona Congregations: St. Patrick Lutheran 

Church (Chipley, FL), Pastor Brandon Warr 

--Grant protection to all those who risk their lives 

for the common good, especially the men and 

women serving in our armed forces, and bless 

their efforts to defend our freedoms.  

--Armed forces: Jason Melvin, Blake Darnstaedt.  

--Police officers: Daniel Byrne, Alex Byrne. 

--Shut-ins: Carolyn Westerman; Patty Rametta, 

Violet Kemp, Tom Smith, Chuck & Joyce Mann 

--Students: Tom Weber (Florida State University), 

Luke Phillips (John A. Logan), Colton Weber 

(John A. Logan), and Jessica Gordon (SIU-C, 

Oletha’s granddaughter) 

--Pregnant.— Zane & Begum Kutay Baker, Risdon 

and Clara Melvin (May 25). 

--Helia (Energy IL): Anita Prochaska (hip)  

--Various Needs: Sarah Melvin (back), Heidi 

Bunselmeyer (cancer, Todd Darnstaedt’s sister), 

Belinda Poe (cancer treatment, Shirley’s cousin), 

Adrienne Geidel (Preeclampsia, mother and baby, 

Karin’s niece), David Henson (recovery)   
  

The Third Sunday in Advent 
Trinity 
News 

General Prayer p.18-19 

Trinity Lutheran Church 
1000 North Park Avenue, Herrin, IL 62948, (618) 942-3401 

www.trinityh.org  

Pastor Michael D. Henson · Deacon Gary K. Harroun 

Pr. Henson and Dcn. Harroun are members of the 
 Evangelical Lutheran Diocese of North America (Eldona.org) 

 

Illustrated German Bible of 1483 (I:16, Genesis 6-9) 

Noah’s Ark and the Flood 

 

Addresses 

http://www.trinityh.org/


Malachi 3:1-6 
1“Behold, I send My messenger, And he will 

prepare the way before Me. And the Lord, whom 

you seek, Will suddenly come to His temple, Even 

the Messenger of the covenant, In whom you 

delight. Behold, He is coming,” Says the LORD of 

hosts.2“But who can endure the day of His coming? 

And who can stand when He appears? For He is like 

a refiner’s fire And like launderer’s soap.3He will 

sit as a refiner and a purifier of silver; He will 

purify the sons of Levi, And purge them as gold and 

silver, That they may offer to the LORD An offering 

in righteousness.4“Then the offering of Judah and 

Jerusalem Will be pleasant to the LORD, As in the 

days of old, As in former years.5And I will come 

near you for judgment; I will be a swift witness 

Against sorcerers, Against adulterers, Against 

perjurers, Against those who exploit wage earners 

and widows and orphans, And against those who 

turn away an alien—Because they do not fear Me,” 

Says the LORD of hosts.6“For I am the LORD, I do 

not change; Therefore you are not consumed, O 

sons of Jacob. 

 

1 Corinthians 4:1-5 
1Let a man so consider us, as servants of Christ 

and stewards of the mysteries of God. 2Moreover it 

is required in stewards that one be found faithful. 
3But with me it is a very small thing that I should be 

judged by you or by a human court. In fact, I do not 

even judge myself. 4For I know nothing against 

myself, yet I am not justified by this; but He who 

judges me is the Lord. 5Therefore judge nothing 

before the time, until the Lord comes, who will both 

bring to light the hidden things of darkness and 

reveal the counsels of the hearts. Then each one’s 

praise will come from God. 

 

Matthew 11:2-10 
2And when John had heard in prison about the 

works of Christ, he sent two of his disciples 3and 

said to Him, “Are You the Coming One, or do we 

look for another?” 4Jesus answered and said to 

them, “Go and tell John the things which you hear 

and see: 5“The blind see and the lame walk; the 

lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear; the dead are 

raised up and the poor have the gospel preached to 

them. 6“And blessed is he who is not offended 

because of Me.” 7As they departed, Jesus began to 

say to the multitudes concerning John: “What did 

you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed 

shaken by the wind? 8“But what did you go out to 

see? A man clothed in soft garments? Indeed, those 

who wear soft clothing are in kings’ houses. 9“But 

what did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I say to 

you, and more than a prophet. 10“For this is he of 

whom it is written:  ‘Behold, I send My messenger 

before Your face, Who will prepare Your way 

before You.’ 

 

 

 

 

 

Communion Psalm:  Ant. Say to them that are of a fearful heart:  Be strong, fear not; 
behold your God will come and save you (Isaiah 35:4).  Isaiah 55:6-11 



 


