
The Sunday after Christmas December 28, 2025 
 

    
#8 Art. IV “Justification” of the Apology of the 

Augsburg Confession. 

Now although our adversaries, in order not to pass by 

the name of Christ in total silence, as barbarous, impious heathens, speak of 

faith as being a knowledge of the history of Christ; and although they do 

tell us something of Christ—namely, that he has gained for us a habitum, or, 

as they term it, primam gratiam, the first or original grace, which they 

regard as an inclination, or a desire, by which we are enabled to love 

God more easily, than we could otherwise; yet a very weak and 

insignificant influence would thus be exerted by Christ, or by this habitus.  

Nevertheless they say, that the operation of our reason and will, before 

this habitus exists, as well as afterwards, when the habitus is present, are 

ejusdem speciei, that is, one and the same thing, before as well as after.  

For they maintain that our reason and human will are of themselves able 

to love God; but that the habitus creates a desire, which enables reason 

to accomplish, with greater ease and pleasure, what it before had the 

power to do.  

Hence they also teach, that this habitus must be merited or earned by 

our previous works, and that, through the works of the law, we merit an 

increase of this good inclination and eternal life. Thus these men conceal 

Christ from us, and bury him anew, so that it is impossible for us to 

recognize him as a Mediator; for they bury in silence the doctrine, that we 

obtain remission of our sins through him, by grace alone, without any merit 

of our own; and even set up their dreams, that we can merit forgiveness of 

our sins by good works and the works of the law; although the whole Bible 

teaches, that we are unable to keep or fulfil the law. And as human reason 

performs no part of the law, except external works, and does not really fear 

God, so it neither believes, that it is observed of God. Although they speak 

thus concerning the habitus, it is certain, that, without faith in Christ, real 

love to God cannot exist in the heart; nor can anyone comprehend, what 

love to God is, without faith. (Henkel Translation, p. 159-160). 

 

 

Elder – Cecil Plock (218-3064)  

Organist – LeeAnn Byrne   

Altar Guild – LeeAnn Byrne  

Church Cleaning – Jan 4/11 Brieschke, Jan 18/25 Baker 
 

 

Trinity Lutheran Church observes the 

Scriptural practice (Eph 4:3, 2 John 1:10-11) of 

communing only with those for whom their 

public profession of faith (congregational 

membership) is in agreement with God’s Word and the correct 

exposition of Holy Scripture as found in the Book of Concord (1580).  

All who desire to receive Christ’s Body and Blood for the forgiveness 

of sins are asked to speak with Pastor Henson before coming 

forward to commune. 

      Trinity Lutheran Church is served by pastors who are members of 

the Evangelical Lutheran Diocese of North America(Eldona.org).   

--Those who are members of Eldona-affiliated congregations are 

welcome to commune after announcing to Pastor Henson. 

--Those who are not members of Eldona-affiliated congregations will 

need to set up an appointment with Pastor Henson to discuss their 

public church membership.   

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at Trinity Lutheran Church in the 

confession and glad confidence that, as He says, our Lord gives into 

our mouths not only bread and wine but His very body and blood to 

eat and to drink for the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our 

union with Him and with one another.  Our Lord invites to His 

table those who trust His words, repent of all sin, and set aside any 

refusal to forgive and love as He forgives and loves us, that they may 

show forth his death until He comes.   

Those who are not yet invited to receive the Sacrament are 

encouraged to meditate on God’s Word in the distribution hymns and 

pray for the day when our divisions will have ceased. 

 

TODAY -Adult and Child Bible Studies, 9:00 AM 
-Divine Service-Lord’s Supper, 10:15 AM 

 

WEDNESDAY – Divine Service on Eve of the Name of Jesus, 7 PM 

 

NEXT  -THE SECOND SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS  

SUNDAY -Adult and Child Bible Studies, 9:00 AM 

-Divine Service-Lord’s Supper, 10:15 AM 
 

 

Divine Service  
Augustana Service Book & Hymnal 

   Hymn ………………….  LW #37 

+ Invocation..............……. p.7 

+ Confession/Absolution p.8-9 

+ Introit..................... (insert) 

        [Pastor, then congregation] 

+  Kyrie... p.10 

+  Gloria in Excelsis... p.10-13 

+ Salutation.................. p.13 

+ Collect of the Day... (insert) 

   Old Testament Reading 

   Epistle 

+ Gradual……..  (insert) 

+ Holy Gospel.............. p.16 

   Nicene Creed………….. p.17 

   ASBH #6  “To God the Anthem 

Raising” 

    Sermon 

+ Offertory: "Create in Me…" p.18 

   The Offerings are gathered. 

+ General Prayer……… p.19-20 

   Hymn………………….     LW #242 

+ Exhortation p.21 

 

Lutheran Worship Hymnal 

+  Preface, etc. ..........….. p.144-151 

    Communion Psalm (by cantor)  

    Distribution & Hymns   

    “Glory to God” (choir) 

    #33, #35 

+ “Lord, now you let …” p.152 

+  Post-Communion Collects p.153 

+ Benedicamus.............. p.154   

+ Benediction.............. p.155 

+ Hymn………………….  #39 

   Announcements   

  

Welcome 
to Trinity 

The Lord’s 
Supper 

Weekly 
Calendar 

Assistants 



 

Council Meeting.—will be Sunday, 

January 25. 

2026 Pecan Fundraiser.—We have some extra 

bags of pecans downstairs to sell.  There are 

plain pecans (extra-large halves) at $12.00 and 

cinnamon, chocolate covered, and glazed, all at 

$10.00/bag. Make checks out to “Trinity 

LWMS.” 

 

 

 

 

The 2026 Synod & Colloquium (papers) will be 

Monday-Thursday, June 1-5, 2026 at Salem 

Lutheran Church (Malone, Texas).   

20th Anniversary of ELDONA on June 6, 2026  

(Saturday).  It is also the 140th Anniversary 

of Salem LC.  

The Diocesan Family Camp will be hosted by 

Charity Lutheran Church (Burleson, TX), 

Monday June 8 and continue through Friday, 

June 12, 2026.   

 

 

 
 

Special Prayers 
--Pastoral Office: Bishop, James Heiser, Pastor 

Michael D. Henson, Deacon Gary K. Harroun 

--Eldona Congregations: St. Luke Ev. Lutheran 

Mission (Ormond Beach, FL) Pr. Jerry Dulas  
--Armed forces: Jason Melvin, Blake Darnstaedt.  

--Police officers: Daniel Byrne, Alex Byrne. 

--Shut-ins: Carolyn Westerman; Patty Rametta, 

Violet Kemp, Tom Smith, Chuck & Joyce Mann 

--Students: Tom Weber (Florida State University), 

Luke Phillips (John A. Logan), Colton Weber 

(John A. Logan), and Jessica Gordon (SIU-C, 

Oletha’s granddaughter) 

--Pregnant.— Zane & Begum Kutay Baker, 

Risdon and Clara Melvin (May 25), Adrienne 

Geidel (preeclampsia, mother and baby, Karin’s 

niece) 

--Helia (Energy IL): Anita Prochaska (hip)  

--Various Needs: Sarah Melvin (back), Heidi 

Bunselmeyer (cancer, Todd Darnstaedt’s sister), 

Belinda Poe (cancer treatment, Shirley’s cousin), 

David Henson (rehab) 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

  

General Prayer p.18-19 

Trinity Lutheran Church 
1000 North Park Avenue, Herrin, IL 62948, (618) 942-3401 

www.trinityh.org  

Pastor Michael D. Henson · Deacon Gary K. Harroun 

Pr. Henson and Dcn. Harroun are members of the 
 Evangelical Lutheran Diocese of North America (Eldona.org) 

 

Trinity 
News 

The Sunday after Christmas 

 

2026 ELDoNa Dates 

Ottheinrich Bible 1430 (I:24b) 

Joseph and Mary travel to Egypt  Matthew 2:13-18 

http://www.trinityh.org/


Isaiah 11:1-5 
1There shall come forth a Rod from the stem of 
Jesse, And a Branch shall grow out of his roots. 
2The Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon Him, The 
Spirit of wisdom and understanding, The Spirit of 
counsel and might, The Spirit of knowledge and of 
the fear of the LORD. 3His delight is in the fear of 
the LORD, And He shall not judge by the sight of 
His eyes, Nor decide by the hearing of His ears; 
4But with righteousness He shall judge the poor, 
And decide with equity for the meek of the earth; 
He shall strike the earth with the rod of His mouth, 
And with the breath of His lips He shall slay the 
wicked. 5Righteousness shall be the belt of His 
loins, And faithfulness the belt of His waist.  
 
Galatians 4:1-7 
1Now I say that the heir, as long as he is a child, 
does not differ at all from a slave, though he is 
master of all, 2but is under guardians and stewards 
until the time appointed by the father. 3Even so we, 
when we were children, were in bondage under the 
elements of the world. 4But when the fullness of the 
time had come, God sent forth His Son, born of a 
woman, born under the law, 5to redeem those who 
were under the law, that we might receive the 
adoption as sons. 6And because you are sons, God 
has sent forth the Spirit of His Son into your hearts, 
crying out, “Abba, Father!” 7Therefore you are no 
longer a slave but a son, and if a son, then an heir of 
God through Christ. 
 

St. Luke 2:33-40 
33And Joseph and His mother marveled at those 
things which were spoken of Him. 34Then Simeon 
blessed them, and said to Mary His mother, 
“Behold, this Child is destined for the fall and rising 
of many in Israel, and for a sign which will be 
spoken against 35“(yes, a sword will pierce through 
your own soul also), that the thoughts of many 
hearts may be revealed.” 
36Now there was one, Anna, a prophetess, the 
daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was 
of a great age, and had lived with a husband seven 
years from her virginity; 37and this woman was a 
widow of about eighty-four years, who did not 
depart from the temple, but served God with 
fastings and prayers night and day. 38And coming 
in that instant she gave thanks to the Lord, and 
spoke of Him to all those who looked for 
redemption in Jerusalem. 
39So when they had performed all things according 
to the law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee, to 
their own city, Nazareth. 40And the Child grew and 
became strong in spirit, filled with wisdom; and the 
grace of God was upon Him. 
  

Communion Psalm:  Ant. Take the young child and his mother, and go into the land of 
Israel: for they are dead, which sought the young child’s life.(Mt. 2:20). Ps 27:1-6 

 



 


