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St. Ignatius of Antioch (c. AD 35–107), Bishop 

and Martyr 

Ignatius was bishop of Antioch in Syria and was arrested during 

a period of persecution of Christians. While being taken to Rome for 

execution, he wrote seven letters to Christian congregations and 

individuals. These letters are among our most important witnesses to 

Christianity immediately following the apostolic age. 

His writings are especially appropriate for a Lutheran 

commemoration because of their emphasis on Christ's incarnation, 

suffering, death, and resurrection. 

 

The Epistle of Ignatius to the Romans 

Chapter 4. Allow me to fall a prey to the wild beasts 

I write to the Churches, and impress on them all, that I shall 

willingly die for God, unless you hinder me. I beseech of you not to 

show an unseasonable good-will towards me. Allow me to become 

food for the wild beasts, through whose instrumentality it will be 

granted me to attain to God. I am the wheat of God, and let me be 

ground by the teeth of the wild beasts, that I may be found the 

pure bread of Christ. Rather entice the wild beasts, that they may 

become my tomb, and may leave nothing of my body; so that when I 

have fallen asleep [in death], I may be no trouble to any one. Then 

shall I truly be a disciple of Christ, when the world shall not see so 

much as my body. Entreat Christ for me, that by these instruments I 

may be found a sacrifice [to God]. I do not, as Peter and Paul, issue 

commandments unto you. They were apostles; I am but a condemned 

man: they were free, while I am, even until now, a servant. But when 

I suffer, I shall be the freed-man of Jesus, and shall rise again 

emancipated in Him. And now, being a prisoner, I learn not to desire 

anything worldly or vain. 

 

The Order of Vespers, p. 29 

from ASBH The Psalter  

 

+ “O Lord, open my lips… p.29 

 

+ Psalmody   

      Psalm 8, tone 8…. p.97 

      Psalm 28, tone 5… p.131-132 

      Psalm 34, tone 8… p.141-142 

 

   Lection  

      Ecclesiasticus 44:16-20, Romans 

8:35-39, St. John 12:24-26 

      After each lesson 

            “But, thou, O Lord...”  p.30 

 

   The General Responsory p.31 

      “Forever, O Lord…” 

      Catechism  

 

   Office Hymn   

  “Oh, How Blest Are Ye Whose 

Toils are Ended”  ASBH #102 

      Sermon  

+ The Magnificat p.33-34 
 

+ The Prayers...........………. p.36 

    Kyrie (“Lord, have mercy…”) 

    Lord's Prayer 

    Salutation p.37 

    Collect for St Ignatius p.84 

    Collect for Trinity Twenty p.74 

    Special Prayers 

    Collect for Peace p.37 

+ Benedicamus & Blessing p.38-39 
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Ecclesiasticus 44:16-20 
16 Enoch pleased the Lord, and was translated, 

being an example of repentance to all 

generations. 17 Noah was found perfect and 

righteous; in the time of wrath he was taken in 

exchange for the world; therefore was he left as 

a remnant unto the earth, when the flood came. 
18 An everlasting covenant was made with him, 

that all flesh should perish no more by the flood. 
19 Abraham was a great father of many people: in 

glory was there none like unto him; 20 Who kept 

the law of the most High, and was in covenant 

with him: he established the covenant in his 

flesh; and when he was proved, he was found 

faithful. 
 

Romans 8:35-39 
35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? 

Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or 

famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 36 As it 

is written: “For Your sake we are killed all day 

long; We are accounted as sheep for the 

slaughter.” 37 Yet in all these things we are more 

than conquerors through Him who loved us. 38 

For I am persuaded that neither death nor life, nor 

angels nor principalities nor powers, nor things 

present nor things to come, 39 nor height nor 

depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able 

to separate us from the love of God which is in 

Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 

St. John 12:24-26 
24 “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless a grain of 

wheat falls into the ground and dies, it remains 

alone; but if it dies, it produces much grain. 25 He 

who loves his life will lose it, and he who hates 

his life in this world will keep it for eternal life. 
26 If anyone serves Me, let him follow Me; and 

where I am, there My servant will be also. If 

anyone serves Me, him My Father will honor.” 
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